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ANTARES
"The Begi nning, Part 1"
TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. KL'TOR - SPACEPORT - DAY

The spaceport is conprised of several buildings, the | argest
of which is the passenger termnal. The other building of
note is the |luggage processing building, right next to the
term nal

It is rush hour. Shuttles and bigger spacecraft are taking
of f and | andi ng constantly.

The entire conplex is not so nuch unlike an airport, except
that there are no runways.

Capti on:
THE TORFE SPACEPORT, PLANET KL' TOR
ASHTAR TERRI TORY
| NT. KL'TOR - SPACEPORT TERM NAL - DAY

The large arrival area of the spaceport is packed with
people swarm ng to and fromthe shuttle entrance wal kways
and custons desks. A glass wall gives the commuters
unobstructed view down to the |large area where the shuttles
are taking off and | anding. The baggage processing buil di ng
is also in clear view

Note: All of the passengers and officials are Ashtar. The
Ashtar are nostly identical to humans, except that they
have a grey tint in their skin color and they have al bi ni sm

A smartly dressed man, KALEFF, enters the | arge custons
area froma shuttle wal kway. He |ooks |ike an average
busi nessman, but his deneanor differs fromthe rest of the
conmut ers.

As he marches towards the custons desks, an equally smartly
dressed woman, SOLAR, cones to his side and matches his
speed.

As they talk with hushed voices, they try to appear as if
they' re wal ki ng besi de each ot her purely by chance.

KALEFF
Everything set?

SOLAR
Yes. |'mreading about 2 m nutes.



KALEFF
Good. Was the building clear?

SOLAR
Faen said that there mght be a
mai nt enance team on duty, but they
shoul d be at | unch.

KALEFF
She's in position?

Sol ar nods.

KALEFF ( CONT' D)
Then | guess we're all go?

SOLAR
As go as we'll ever be. Good | uck.

They separate from each other and they head for different
cust ons desks.

Kal eff puts his charmon overdrive as he conmes to a desk
and hands over his papers to the femal e OFFI Cl AL.

OFFI Cl AL
Welconme to Kl'"tor, M Kaleff. |
hope you had a pl easant | ourney.

KALEFF
Very, thank you
OFFI CI AL
Do you have anything to decl are,
sir?
KALEFF
Yes. But ny trunk is still being
processed.
OFFI CI AL
That's ok. W can still get your
paperwor k done while you wait.
You'l | get your bag once you're
t hrough and we' ve done the scans.
KALEFF
Excel | ent .
OFFI CI AL

VWhat is it that you want to decl are?

KALEFF
Well, ny trunk has quite a
significant anmount of Beryl dahide
packed in it.

The Oficial is slightly taken aback.



Kal ef f sm

OFFI Cl AL
You are aware that that is a highly
conbusti bl e subst ance?

KALEFF
| amindeed. And it's areally
big trunk too.

OFFI CI AL
M ght | then presune that you have
the proper permts to transport
it?

KALEFF
|'mafraid that | do not.

OFFI CI AL
| see. You do know t hat
transporting expl osive materials
W t hout proper permts is against
t he | aw?

| es broadly.
KALEFF
To be perfectly honest, | do.
OFFI Cl AL
"Il have to ask you to acconpany
me to the detention center. |'m

forced to hold you in for
guesti oni ng.

KALEFF
| understand conpletely. But before
we go, |I'd like to show you
sonething. It'll just take a
second.

OFFI Cl AL
VWhat is it?

Kal eff takes a dranmatic pause.

They stare each other for a beat.

KALEFF
...this.

OFFI Cl AL
|'mafraid | don't understand.

KALEFF
(nonchal antly)
k, so | was off by a few seconds.
But you have to admt, it woul d' ve
been very cool if | had been on
gue.

Not hi ng happens.



OFFI CI AL
(slightly worried)
For what ?

And as if to answer, the entire | uggage processing building
suddenl y EXPLQODES.

The glass wall inplodes fromthe shockwave and people start
running away fromit in panic. The Oficial ducks behind
the desk for cover. Alarnms start blaring on the PA system
and nost of the lights go out. [It's a pandenoni um

The official quickly rises frombehind the counter to grab
Kal eff, but he is gone. She |ooks towards what used to be
the glass wall and sees that Kaleff is running towards it
t hrough the people as fast as he can.

She starts to run to towards Kal eff.

CFFI CI AL ( CONT' D)
St op that nman!

But it is too late. Kaleff reaches the | edge and | eaps..
EXT. KL' TOR - SPACEPORT TERM NAL - CONTI NUOUS

...to fall right through the open top hatch of a snal
shuttl e awai ting bel ow

The shuttle roars to life and i medi ately | aunches away
fromthe mayhem

The official reaches the | edge and can't help but watch as
t he suave perpetrator makes his escape. A couple of police
shuttl es shoot past in hot pursuit.
O f her expression, we...

FADE QUT.

END OF TEASER




ACT ONE
BLACK SCREEN. SI LENCE
A white title FADES IN
PROLOGUE
DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. SPACE - GANYMEDE

The | argest noon of Jupiter |loons large. A SHUTTLE energes
from Quantum Tunnel and begi ns the breaki ng naneuver to
insert itself to orbit.

| NT. GANYMEDE BASE - CORRI DOR - MOMENTS LATER

CAPTAI N PERTUL BAXTER, a m ddl e aged man who desperately
tries to | ook younger, nmarches down a corridor of the
unfini shed station. He carries hinself with dignity, very
aware of his rank.

Several wall panels are open, the floor is filled with
tool s and equi prment and engineers are working to conplete
construction. |It's organized mayhem

Baxter | ooks mldly annoyed as he dodges the equi pnent
while trying to keep his pace.

He conmes to a door and pushes the panel beside it. After
just a couple of seconds, the door opens and Baxter steps
TO

| NT. GANYMEDE BASE - ADM RAL'S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

The office isn't quite as unfinished as the corridor, but
it has signs of just having been taken to use. There are
only few personal itens on the desks and there are boxes

of unpacked stuff |aying everywhere.

ADM RAL BAXTER, a well grooned man approaching his 80's,
seens delighted as he sees the arrival. He is the kind of

a man who has been at the top of the food chain for so

long that he isn't bothered wwth the formalities of mlitary
life.

ADM RAL
Pet e!

Captain Baxter smles back to him The Admral comes from
behi nd his desk to enbrace the Captain.

ADM RAL ( CONT' D)
It's good to see you, son! Eight
years is a long tine.



BAXTER
It sure is. Especially where |
had to spend it.

The Adm ral breaks the enbrace.

The Adm ral

ADM RAL
Don't start with nme. You know I
had to get you sonmewhere out of
sight for ny hearings.

BAXTER
| know, | know. But at |east the
justice was served.

down as wel | .

Adm r al

shifts in his chair,

ADM RAL
It always is when Baxters are
i nvol ved.

BAXTER
| guess you have good news about
nmy next command, then?

ADM RAL
It's conplicated.

BAXTER
What do you nean? You prom sed
woul d be the first name on the
list to command the new Dexter
cl ass.

ADM RAL
| know. But the dust hasn't
conpletely settled and I'd like to
avoid the attention that posting
my son to command a battleship
woul d attract.

BAXTER

| thought you were cleared.
ADM RAL

The truth be told... | was

officially cleared, but | did get
a slap on the wist. That's why
we're tal king here on this shanble

of a base instead of ny old offices

on Earth.

BAXTER
So I can wave the Dexter goodbye?

smles as he returns to his desk.

Baxter sits

clearly unconfortabl e.



ADM RAL
In a word: Yes. But there is a
silver lining to all this.

BAXTER
How so?

The Admral presses a couple of buttons and a three-
di nensi onal map of the gal axy appears between them over
t he table.

The map is divided in two sections nmarked with col ors.
The other side is conpletely filled with red while the
other is divided into countl ess subsections of different
shades of blue. The border between themis marked with a
white |ine.

ADM RAL
| don't know how nuch of this was
reported to you, so I'll give you

the full rundown. A |ot has been
goi ng on since the destruction of
the Ashtar Homeworl d and the breakup
of the Enpire four years ago.

The Adm ral presses another button and the single red
portion of the map norphs into countless small subsections
of different shades of red.

ADM RAL ( CONT' D)
The conpl ete anarchy between the
enmer gi ng autonom es and tiny pl anet
states has been slowy subsiding.
Al nost all of them have nerged
wi th each other to formlarger
i ndependent states, and these days
a lot of the former Enpire is
actually starting to be pretty
st abl e.

The Adm ral pushes nore buttons and a nunber of the smaller
red subsections nerge with each other. Sonme of them are
quite sizable, but there are still hundreds of them

ADM RAL ( CONT' D)
So stable in fact that we're
reopeni ng the border.

BAXTER

VWhat ? Why haven't | heard of this?
ADM RAL

Because it's still highly

classified. W negotiated secretly
with the | argest Ashtar autonom es
and border worlds for nearly a

year to make it happen.



BAXTER
Why the secrecy?

ADM RAL
For security reasons and because
maki ng it happen was actually quite
a long shot. Nobody wanted the
political enbarrassnment of a failed
attenpt. The Ashtar autonom es
still do not have a centralized
governnmental structure as our Earth
Consortiumhas. So we had to
negotiate with all of the rel evant
states separately.

BAXTER
When is the border due to open?

ADM RAL
I n six weeks.

BAXTER
So soon?

ADM RAL
The deal was actually signed nonths
ago. W knew that all of this would
attract a ot of attention and
fuel the fire of terrorist groups,
so we've kept this a secret as
| ong as possi ble. But now that
we're just weeks away fromthe
actual opening, we're about to go
public. And that is where you cone
in.

The Adm ral presses sonme nore buttons and the map fades
out. It is replaced by a rotating image of a space station
of cylindrical design. The station rotates to create
artificial gravity.

ADM RAL ( CONT' D)
This is Antares, the |argest of
the border stations placed in
strategic | agrangi an points across
the border. O rather, this is
what it | ooked |ike before the
border was cl osed. Once we started
the talks to open the border, we've
expanded the station with both
Earth Consortium and vari ous Ashtar
gover nment nodul es.

The Admral fiddles with the buttons again and the inmage
of the station is updated.

The size of the station alnost triples with all Kkinds of
nodul es and additional sections that don't really fit
t oget her.
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Only traces of the original design are visible and the
station definitely does not rotate anynore.

ADM RAL ( CONT' D)
|"ve pulled a lot of strings to
keep the command open for your
return. I'mgoing to put you in
command.

Captain Baxter is not inpressed.

BAXTER
VWhat? You're giving nme a civilian
command? During a tinme when
could influence the future of the
gal axy fromthe bridge of a
bat t| eshi p!

ADM RAL
Don't be an idiot, son! You'll be
in comrand of the nost inportant
border station while the Ashtar
region is reformng itself. Can
you even imagi ne how many
possibilities that can open to
both of us?

BAXTER
| don't buy it. Wat good can
do babysitting a neani ngl ess
civilian station, regardl ess of
where it is?

ADM RAL
You'l |l get your pronotion in tine,
don't you worry about that. It

just isn't a good tinme for ne to
pul | any stunts right now.

Baxter considers this for a nonment.

BAXTER
Ck, fine. |It's not like |I have a
choice on the matter anyhow. So
why don't you just go ahead and
tell me nore about these
possibilities you nentioned?

The Admral grins slightly.

ADM RAL
| can do better than that. Witch

Fromthis...

FADE QUT.



10.
BLACK SCREEN. SI LENCE
A white title FADES IN as before:
THE BEQ NNI NG
THREE WEEKS LATER
Dl SSOLVE TGO
EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON

The station | ooks exactly as it did in Admral Baxter's
office. Sonme ships and shuttles are slowy noving around
the station and engineers in space suits are still
installing the various systens to the station.

| NT. ANTARES - RECEPTI ON AREA

The reception area is a huge space where the incom ng
passengers pass through custons and sign thensel ves in.
The area is divided in tw by a row of custons desks.

While this area is usually a flurry of activity, it is
currently enpty except for one man who | ooks stranded.

The lone man is UDAY DEM DOV, a fit man in his late
thirties. H's gentle conplexion softens his hot jock | ook
considerably. He is holding his identification docunents
in hand and tries to see where he shoul d be going.

TANITH (O S.)
Haven't you heard? The border
isn't open yet.

Uday turns to see COMVANDER TANI TH YANN, an establi shed
woman in her |late forties, approaching froma side door.
Her uni form has been tossed on pretty casually and while
she certainly isn't neglecting her overall appearance,
it's evident that it isn't one of her priorities.

He's not sure as to what he should do, so he just shoves
t he papers to her.

UDAY
| know... | - | was just trying to
find where | can sign nyself in.

TANI TH
(stern)
You won't find anyone in here for
a couple of weeks. I'mafraid
"Il have to detain you for
guestioning until then.

UDAY
No, you don't understand. |'m..
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Tanith holds up her hand to stop himand finally cracks a
smle.

TANI TH
...Sergeant Uday Dem dov, shuttle
pilot first class. You know, it
woul d' ve been a lot easier to find
you if you had used the staff

docki ng.
UDAY
(slightly enbarrassed)
l"msorry, | didn't know where |

was supposed to go. There seens
to be construction everywhere and
hal f the doors won't work. Say,
how di d you recogni ze nme?

TANI TH
As the first officer, I make it a
point to know everythi ng about the
peopl e wor ki ng under ne.

UDAY
Real ly? |'minpressed.
TANI TH
No, |I'monly yanking your chain.

| took a glance at these papers

you seened so eager to get rid of.
And since | knew our shuttle pilot
was scheduled to arrive today, it
wasn't exactly hard to figure out
who you were. W just send sonebody
to deal with the little prelimnary
cargo traffic we have. That's why
there's nobody here.

She hands the papers back to him and they shake hands.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
Commander Tanith Yann.

Tanith gestures towards a door and they start wal ki ng.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
Shall we? Normally we coul d use
any of those lifts right there,
but those aren't hooked up yet.

UDAY
I"'mreally sorry if | caused any
i nconveni ence, Conmander .

TANI TH
Don't sweat it. |'mnew here too,
so I'"'mtaking wong turns all the
tine.
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UDAY
How | ong have you been here?

TANI TH
Arrived | ast Thursday.

They arrive at the door and step in.
| NT. ANTARES - CORRI DOR(S) - CONTI NUOUS

During the follow ng, Tanith and Uday wal k through vari ous
corridors, halls and sets of doors as tinme and budget all ow
As they do, they dodge equi pnment and tools that still |ay
on the floors and they occasionally pass by an engi neer.

TANI TH
It's been pretty hectic since we're
trying to get everything ready
before the border opens up again.
It's going to be a bit of an effort,
but I think we'll make it.

UDAY
Shoul dn't | have signed nyself in
back there?

TANI TH
Never mind that. | think it's
enough that the first officer has
personal |y wel coned you to the
station. Just don't tell the
Captain, | hear he's one of those
peopl e who wants rules followed to
the letter.

UDAY
Real ly? | thought the officers on
the civilian arm of Space Corps
t ook things nore easy.

TANI TH
They do. But this one is
transferring fromthe mlitary
arm Could nean trouble.

UDAY
Yep. | used to serve under the
mlitary armnmnyself until | got
tired of flying fighters.

TANI TH
| thought fighter pilots never get
tired of it.

UDAY

I'd like to count nyself as one of
the wi ser ones who do before the G
forces liquefy the little brain
cells you have left.
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They finally arrive at a lift and enter it.

TANI TH
Mar ket pl ace.

The doors cl ose.

| NT. ANTARES - MARKETPLACE - MOMENTS LATER

The marketplace is where all sorts of vendors and bouti ques

try to attract potential custoners.

Much |i ke nost of the

station, this area is still being prepared for use. People
are setting up their booths and decorating display w ndows.

Some engi neers are assisting them

Tanith and Uday wal k out froma |ift and stroll through

t he mar ket pl ace.

Tanith sm

The doors

TANI TH
This is the marketplace. W have
several commerce centers around

the station, but this is the | argest

one of them

UDAY
Very nice. But why are we here?
| doubt it's a part of your job to
give ne a tour of the station.

TANI TH
The omi-lift systemis a bit nore
conplicated than what you're
probably used to. Because of the
refits and expansions to the
station, the omis can't take you
anywhere on the station. You'l
have to connect at various points.

UDAY
Let nme guess, nost of these
connection points are filled with
shops and vendors.

TANI TH
You' d be correct.

UDAY
That's what | thought. | guess
that commerce, like nature, wll

al wvays find a way.

les at this while they enter another

TANI TH
Oficer's quarters.

cl ose.

lift.
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| NT. ANTARES - OVNI - CONTI NUQUS
A low humis heard as the otmmi lift is in notion.

TANI TH
The new Captain is com ng aboard
today as well. There's a fornma
reception and change of comrand at
the staff docking entrance at 1900
hours, | suggest you study the
| ayout of the station so you'l
find your way there.

UDAY
O, I'll be there.

TANI TH
And nmake sure you're on tine.
He's the kind of guy you whose bad
side you don't want to end up on
the first day.

UDAY
Right. By the way, it's amazing
how wel | you get around if you' ve
only been here |l ess than a week.
| bet it takes ne a nonth to get
any sense of the place.

TANI TH
Thanks. But to let you in on a
little secret, it helps to nenorize
the route you have to take in
advance and hope that all the lifts
and corridors are actually open.

The doors open.

UDAY
Coul d have fool ed ne.

TANI TH
VWhen in doubt, cheat.

Tanith exits the ommi.
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON
As before.
| NT. ANTARES - STAFF DOCKI NG ENTRANCE

The staff docking section is conpletely separate fromthe
rest of the public docking ports. This portion of the
station is conpletely finished.

The staff has forned a |ine next to the entrance, but it
is fairly loosely formed. Present are Uday, LI EUTENANT
VENDY RADAKER, a handsonme young femal e officer, ARTESH, a
m ddl e aged Ashtar man, and several n.d. crew nenbers.

A doorway opens and Tanith conmes running into the room
panti ng.

TANI TH
| s he here yet?

ARTESH
Nope. The shuttle pulled in, but
he hasn't cone in yet.

Tanith lets out a sigh of relief.

TANI TH

Oh, thank goodness. | thought |
was toast. | got lost in a
subsection that was shut down and
| had to take a "small" detour to
get here.

(assures hersel f)
But I'm here, on tine.

UDAY
Good thing too. | heard from
soneone that the Captain is the
sort of person whose bad side you
don't want to end up on the first
day.

Tanith is about to answer, but she is stopped by the sound
of the airlock PRESSURI ZI NG. Mnents |ater, CLICKS can be
heard and the hatch opens to reveal Captain Baxter.

He steps in. Tanith steps forward.

TANI TH
Wel cone to Antares, Captain. | am
Tani th Yann, your executive officer.

BAXTER
Thank you, Commander.
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Baxter salutes. Tanith is a little taken aback by the
gesture and clunsily responds.

TANI TH
Let nme introduce the senior
officers. This is Sergeant Uday
Dem dov, our resident shuttle pilot.

BAXTER
Ser geant.

Baxter is about to salute again, but Uday firmy offers
his hand instead. They shake hands.

TANI TH
And this is Wendy Radaker, our
chief security officer

Baxt er and Wendy shake hands as wel | .

BAXTER
M ss Radaker. | was surprised to
see that you've spent your entire
service in the civilian armof the
Corps. You're quite an exception
to arule when it conmes to security
of ficers.

VENDY
| amfully qualified, if that's
what you're inplying.

Baxter sm |l es.

BAXTER
Not at all. Just making an
observati on.

A ook fromWndy tells that she's not conpletely convinced,
but Baxter and Tanith have noved on.

TANI TH
And this is our conmuni cati ons
of ficer, Artesh.

BAXTER
(surprised)
An Asht ar?

ARTESH
Very perceptive, Captain. |s that
a probl en?

Baxt er takes a beat. Does he have to think about it?
BAXTER

Not at all.
( MORE)
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BAXTER ( CONT' D)
| was just surprised because your
personnel file listed you as Artesh
Smth. | though Ashtar didn't
have | ast nanes.

ARTESH
We don't. They assigned one to ne
when | joined the Space Corps. It
was just to help with the
bureaucracy. And we all know how
much humans enj oy that.

BAXTER
Well, et me just assure you that
| have no problens with Ashtar
servi ng under ny conmand.

ARTESH
s that so? Then why is it that
l"'mthe only one you haven't shaken
hands w th?

Again a beat, but Baxter tries to hide it with a smle and
of fers his hand.

BAXTER
| was just getting to it.
ARTESH
| see.
They shake hands.
TANI TH

And those are the bridge officers.
The rest are various crew nenbers
fromdifferent departnents who
cane to wel cone you

Baxter turns to the group as a whol e.

BAXTER
Thank you for comng. Let nme just
tell you that it is an honor serving
with all of you. There will be a
formal change of command cer enony
alittle later, for now you are
di sm ssed.

The group starts to disassenbl e.

TANI TH
Shall | show you to the bridge,
sir?

BAXTER

Pl ease.
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Tanith gestures towards the omi-lift and they wal k in.
As the doors close in front of the two, Artesh remains to

see them go and shakes hi s head.
| NT. ANTARES - OWNI
The lift is already in notion.

BAXTER

Wiy weren't the heads of engineering

and nedi cal present in the

reception?

TANI TH

Ch. Wwell, the chief was probably
in Engineering. He's one of those
types who don't like to | eave

Engi neeri ng once they get their

foot in the door.

BAXTER

VWhat about the chief nedical

officer?

TANI TH

Technically we don't have one, as
you probably know. You're supposed

to pronote our tenp chief.

BAXTER
W'll see. | want to reviewthe
records and qualifications of this
supposed replacenent. | don't

particularly Iike being told who
| " m supposed to pronote and when.

Tanith is taken aback by his attitude.

TANI TH
Yes, sir.

BAXTER

We'll definitely have to talk to

t hem about proper procedure.

The lift slows down and the doors slide open. They exit.

| NT. ANTARES - BRI DGE - CONTI NUOUS

The roomis oval in shape, except for the straight

Vi ewscreen at the front of the room

At the front of the

Bridge are two semcircular work stations. At the back of
the room a door to the Captain's office and to the omni -
lift. The walls are lined with various work stations and
panels. A few n.d. crew nenbers man sone of the stations.

Tanith and Baxter enter the Bridge.



TANI TH
This is the Bridge. The walls

19.

i ncorporate twelve security, science

and engi neering consoles. The

bi gger consoles at the front are
the mai n conmuni cati ons and ops
consol es where Artesh and | spend
nmost of our days.

BAXTER
Very well. Take your station,
pl ease.

As Tanith goes and sits down at her consol e,
open and Artesh wal ks in.

BAXTER ( CONT' D)
Ah, M Artesh. You're just in
time. 1'd like to make a station
w de announcenent.

ARTESH
Yes, sir.

the omi doors

Artesh sits down at his console and pushes a few buttons.

ARTESH ( CONT' D)
You're on, Sir.

Baxter nods and then clears his throat.

BAXTER
Attention all hands, this is the
Captain. As of this nonent, |
have assuned the conmmand of the
station by the general order of

the Space Corps. | know that you're

all working as hard as you can to
get the station ready in tinme and
| am convinced that you will rise
to the occasion.

| NT. ANTARES - VARI OUS LOCATI ONS ( MONTAGE) -

CONTI NUOUS

Reaction shots of the station's personnel as they listen

to the captain.

BAXTER S COM VO CE
And | know that a |ot of you are
probably | ooking forward to
conpleting this work so that you
can take it easier for awhile.
But | have to rem nd you that our
work is literally just beginning.
When t he border opens and we are
officially open for business,
expect each and every one of you
to display the sane comm t nent and

( MORE)
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BAXTER S COM VO CE ( CONT' D)
dedication to their duties as |I'm
sure you have so far. |'msure
you know that there will be a | ot
of eyes on us. W are the |argest
of the border stations and | intend
to make sure that this will also
be the one that sets an exanple to
t he ot hers.

| NT. ANTARES - BRI DGE - CONTI NUOUS
As before.

BAXTER
You will probably find that I'm
nmore strict of a |l eader than you're
used to. But this is sinply because
| want all of you to performat to
the best of your abilities. |
expect nothing less fromyou, just
as | expect nothing less from
myself. That is all.

Baxter nods at Artesh and he pushes a button.

ARTESH
Channel cl osed.

BAXTER
Good, thank you. 1'Il go to ny
office now. | have quite a |ot of

unpacking to do. You have the
conn, Commander. W will neet in
a couple hours to visit the
absentees fromthe reception.

TANI TH
Yes, sir.

Baxter | eaves for his office. Wen he is gone, Tanith
turns to Artesh.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
You really didn't need to be so
harsh wwth him you know.

ARTESH
(surprised)
Excuse ne?

TANI TH
You know, with the Captain during
t he reception.

ARTESH
No of fence, Commander, but | know
the type. |'ve had to deal with

hi s ki nd before.



TANI TH
| know he's a little stiff, but
he's comng fromthe mlitary side
of things. You should give him
sone tinme to adjust.

ARTESH
Adjusting | can deal with. It's
racism| have a problemwth.
TANI TH
Aren't you being a little unfair?
ARTESH
Look, I'msorry, but you really

don't have a clue what it's like
to be the only Ashtar around. You
learn to read the little signs and
gestures that people can't hide
when they really don't want you
around. It's been |like that ever
since | got stranded on this side
of the border. That's why I
enlisted to the Space Corps in the
first place, | couldn't get any
other work. It's a small mracle
that |'ve advanced this far.

TANI TH
|"mreally sorry, | didn't nmean to
sound insensitive. Are you planning
to go back now that the border is
about to open again?

ARTESH
| have no hone. Not anynore.
(off Tanith's
guesti oni ng | ook)
| used to Iive on Bal ehh.

TANI TH
Oh, I"'mso sorry. | didn't know.
Artesh waves it off.
ARTESH
It's alright. | know that you're

one of the good guys. And | am
pl anni ng to nove back to an Ashtar

world sonme day. | just want to
wait for it to get nore stable
first.
TANI TH
Still, I"'mreally sorry if | drudged

up pai nful nenories.

Artesh smles weakly.
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ARTESH
The nenories are the good part.
It's the reality that's painfu
sonet i nes.

Tanith | ooks at himw th synpathy, but Artesh turns away,
concentrating on his work.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON
Est abl i shi ng.
| NT. ANTARES - MEDI CAL CENTER

The nmedical center is a huge space with over 200 beds in

di fferent sections divided by transparent walls and several
exam nation roons. However, the |argest and nost prom nent
feature of the center is the large |aboratory i medi ately
next to the entrance.

LI SA RUMFOORD, the acting chief medical officer, is
paperwork in the |laboratory. She is an older woman, with
facial features telling a tired tale of life lived | ong
and hard.

Baxter and Tanith enter the room Tanith points Lisa out
for himand he marches to her.

BAXTER
Col onel Runf oord?

Li sa doesn't turn to him

LI SA
Yes, what is it?

BAXTER
|'msure you are aware who | am

LI SA
Sure, | read the nenos.

BAXTER
Then you probably know what |'m
here to do, Col onel Runfoord.

Now Lisa turns to him

LI SA

You know, | really prefer Doctor.
BAXTER

Real ly? | thought you served in

the mlitary armand we usually
prefer the rank.

Lisa stares at himfor a beat.

LI SA
That was a long tine ago.
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BAXTER
It really is all the sanme to ne,
Doctor. | just thought you m ght

be proud of your history.
Li sa turns back to her paperworKk.

LI SA

(dry) _
| don't do pride.

BAXTER
Well, be that as it may, you
probably know that you're up for a
pronotion for the position of the
chi ef nmedical officer.

LI SA
Yes. | think I already said that
| read the nenos.

BAXTER
And you're not interested in the

matter?
Li sa turns back to Baxter again.

LI SA
Look, 1've been the acting chief
ever since the previous guy got
thrown off the job. Ckay, there
hasn't been nmuch to do what with
the border being closed and all,
but 1've been doing this for a
quite a while now So I'msorry,
but dropping one word from ny
illustrious title isn't going to
be the highlight of ny day.

BAXTER
| see. Well in any case, as of
this nonment you are officially the
chief nmedical officer of the Antares

station.

LI SA
Thank you. Can | get back to ny
wor k now?

BAXTER

O course. Conmmander Yann and |
wi |l head to Engi neering.

LI SA
Good luck with that.

Baxter and Tanith | eave the nedical center. Lisa continues
her work |ike nothing happened.



| NT. ANTARES - CORRI DOR - CONTI NUQUS
Baxter and Tanith wal k down the corri dor.

BAXTER
| really hope that everybody on
this station doesn't have as bad
an attitude.

TANI TH
Everybody's a little testy because
we' ve been working so hard to get
the station ready in time. They
are all great officers, really.
You just need to take it alittle
easier with them

BAXTER
| just don't appreciate ny senior
of ficers tal king back to ne.

TANI TH
Renenber that this is a civilian
station. W take things a | ot
easier and a lot nore informal.
That's just how it goes.

They arrive at the lift and enter.
| NT. ANTARES - OVNI - CONTI NUQUS
The doors cl ose.

TANI TH
Engi neeri ng.

The lift huns to life.

BAXTER
Look, | can appreciate the
di fference between a warship and a
civilian station but 1'd still
like to maintain sone | evel of
discipline. 1t's not nmy intention
to be an ogre, but | need to know
if I can trust my cl osest
subor di nat es.

TANI TH
There's no question about that,
believe nme. | don't know about
discipline, but fromwhat little
tinme |'ve been here, | know that
they're all dedicated on getting
their jobs done. W're al
prof essionals, and that's what
counts on a civilian station.
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BAXTER
"1l try to keep it in mnd.

The doors open and they step TO
| NT. ANTARES - ENG NEERI NG - CONTI NUOUS

The main engineering is basically a huge open corridor

that is over a hundred neters long and fifteen neters w de.
One side of the corridor is a wall of consoles that are
attached to the nmain conputer core.

The ot her side of the corridor is filled with storage
cabi nets and various equi pnent as well as several access
hat ches to the actual engines and machi nery of the station.

There are dozens of engineers working furiously, nost of
t hem usi ng several consoles at the sane tinme and sone are
| uggi ng around equipnent. It's a whirlpool of activity.

BAXTER
How are we supposed to find anybody
in this chaos?

TANI TH
Sinple. W call him

Tanith goes taps a button on the wall.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
(amplified)
Larry Bruley to the starboard omi.

Monents | ater, LARRY BRULEY, the thirty-sonething chief
energes. An easy going fellow, he doesn't wear a uniform
t hat woul d distinguish hinself fromthe other engineers.
He wi pes off his hand and offers it to the captain.

BRULEY
Hey there! You nust be the new
head honcho around here. dad to
nmeet you, |'m Larry.

They shake hands.

BAXTER
| amindeed the new captain and
l"d |ike to know why you weren't
present in the wel com ng cerenony
earlier today?

Bruley laughs a little.

BRULEY
Are you... are you serious? You
do know that the station is stil
far from conpl ete?

( MORE)



BRULEY ( CONT' D)
There's tons of work to do if we
intend to open this joint for
busi ness in a few weeks.

BAXTER
| can appreciate that, but it's

really not your call. The reception

is mandatory for a reason

BRULEY
Look, at the tinme of the reception,
| was probably fixing a busted

power distributor down on the engine
core. Levels 4 to 7 were conpletely

out of power and | think the life
support on those levels is still a
priority over reception cerenonies.

BAXTER
Very well. But |'d appreciate it
if in the future you' d assign
soneone el se for that kind of work

so that you can attend the mandatory

functions. As the chief, it's
your job to set an exanple to your
subordinates and this is not ny

i dea of a good one.

BRULEY
l'"d really rather call themny
col | eagues. We're all working
t oget her here.

BAXTER
Call them what you please. |'m
sure you get ny point.

BRULEY
Sur e, what ever

BAXTER
So | can trust you to be present
when required from now on?

BRULEY
(not likely)
Yes, sir.
BAXTER
Excellent. | wll leave you to

your duties, then.

Bruley nods to him The Captain and Tanith enter the omni -
lift and the doors close. Bruley lets out a breath, he's

not too happy about the new captain.
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He then | ooks around and sees an idl e engi neer and waves

hi s hand at her.
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BRULEY
Hi t oshanm!

The young engi neer, KAl YA H TOSHAMA, |ooks a little
surprised to hear her name. She cones to Brul ey.

BRULEY ( CONT' D)
You're new, right?

H TOSHANMA
That's right. | graduated a couple
of nonths ago, arrived | ast Tuesday.
BRULEY
So you haven't been to the engine
core yet?
H TOSHANMA

No, they said that |I'd have to
wait for special training before
goi ng down there.

Bruley starts collecting gear froma cabinet and stuffs
the tools to his pack.

BRULEY
|'"d say that this is the perfect
time. | want to get to the bottom

of these power relay failures, so
we need to check out a power
generator in sector C7.

HI TOSHAMA
VWhat, now? | thought the training
was nore formal than this.

BRULEY
It is. But we don't have time for
that, so I'll teach you on the

j ob.

Bruley junps feet first to an access hatch so that his
upper body is still visible. He sees that Hitoshama | ooks
qui te apprehensi ve about the prospect.

BRULEY ( CONT' D)
Come on! Believe ne, you're going
to love it.

He di sappears through the hatch. Hi toshama follows closely
after him

| NT. ANTARES - ENG NE CORE - CONTI NUOUS

The engine core is conprised of nmassive machi nery cranmed
in as tight as they possibly can. Between the nonstrous
machines are dimy lit corridors just w de enough for a
person to wal k. Ladders and various crossroads make the
corridors a huge naze.
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f or war d

Hi t oshama
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wat ches around in amazenent as they slowy wal k

BRULEY
These are the fanous engi neering
corridors. They speak about them
in the acadeny, but you can't have
the slightest idea before you've
actually been here. You probably
visited and trai ned on ships, but
t hose are nothing conpared to what
you have on a station. And
especially on this station because
of the upgrades. The engine core
contai ns over 600 kil onmeters of
these corridors on 25 levels. To
menorize all of it is inpossible
so you' Il have to have your hand
console with the map with you at
all times. | hope you brought
one.

gets a horrible feeling when she realizes that

she didn’t bring one.

H TOSHANMA
No, sir.
Bruley throws one to her over his shoulder. Hitoshama
catches it.
BRULEY
Never, ever conme to the engine
core without one. It wll tell

Hi t oshama

Suddenl vy,

you where you shoul d be headi ng
and al ways points you to the nearest
exit.

fiddles with the hand consol e.

HI TOSHANVA
|"mreally sorry about not taking
a console with ne. W cane down
here all of a sudden and | just
bl anked on it.

BRULEY
Don't worry about it, learning is
what we're here to do. | bet you're

not going to make that m stake
again any tinme soon.

Hi t oshama stops on her tracks.

H TOSHAMA
Hold on a mnute! This is odd.

Brul ey stops as well and | ooks at her.



30.

HI TOSHAMA ( CONT' D)
| " m pi cki ng up an unusual signal

His curiosity peaking, Bruley goes to her to |ook.

BRULEY
That is strange. What do you nake
of it?

H TOSHANMA
| don't know. |'ve never seen
anything like it. What is it?

BRULEY
|"mnot sure, but that |ooks |ike
sonething fromthe history books.
It just mght be radi o waves.

H TOSHAMA
Radi 0o?

BRULEY
It's an antiquated conmuni cation
system But it hasn't been used
in ages. We better check it out.

H TOSHANVA
You think it's sonethi ng dangerous?

BRULEY
Unlikely. But whatever it is, it
shoul dn't be here.

H TOSHAMA
Ri ght .

BRULEY
You have the coordi nates, |ead the
way.

Hi t oshama nods and then starts wal king. Bruley foll ows
her .

Monents |l ater, they cone to a massive cavern. There's
not hi ng around themin any direction except the railings
of the corridor that bridges the gap

Hi t oshama adm res the sight.

H TOSHAMA
Wy so nmuch wasted space?

BRULEY
It's because of the Ashtar nmachinery
that we've had to incorporate.
Consortiumtechnol ogy i s designed
to pack the machi nes as closely as
humanl y possi bl e.

( MORE)
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BRULEY ( CONT' D)
And so is the Ashtar machi nery,
but the designs aren't exactly
conpatible. That's why we've had
to | eave several gaps like this
one.

They cone to the mddle of the bridge when Hitoshanma stops.

HI TOSHAMA
| hate to tell you this, but the
signal is comng right from
under neat h us.

BRULEY
O course it is...

Brul ey peeks over the railing, but the bottom of the cavern
is pitch bl ack

BRULEY ( CONT' D)
Vll, | guess I'll just have to go
down there and take a cl oser | ook.

H TOSHANVA
How are you going to get down there?

Bruley pulls out a stack of rope from his bag.

BRULEY
It helps to have a | adder.

H TOSHAMA
Are you sure that the machinery is
shi el ded enough for you not to fry
yoursel f?

BRULEY
It should be. And if the thing
down there hasn't been fried,
there's a good chance that | won't
be either.

Bruley attaches the ropes to the railing and tries his
wei ght on it.

BRULEY ( CONT' D)
But just to be on the safe side,
if I scream pull nme up
(beat)
On second thought, if | scream
there's probably no point.

Bruley throws the | adder over the railing. Hitoshama | ooks
down, worri ed.

H TOSHANVA
Shouldn't I go? I|I'mlighter than
you.
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BRULEY
Are you maki ng insinuations about
nmy wei ght.

H TOSHANMA
No, | just...

BRULEY

(i nterrupts)
|"msure you're right. No offense,
but I think this calls for alittle
nore experience. W have no idea
what's down there.

HI TOSHANVA
(playful)
| don't know about experience.
Whi ch one of us forgot about the
flashli ght agai n?

Brul ey sighs as he clinbs over the railing and on to the
| adder.

HI TOSHAMA ( CONT' D)
How are you going to see anything
down there?

BRULEY
No worries, |I'll just adjust the
bri ghtness of ny console to full.
If I let ny eyes adjust, | should

be able to see enough.

H TOSHANVA
Very cl ever.

Bruley starts his descent. He's clearly done this for
years, so it doesn't take himvery long to reach the bottom

He feels the ground with his foot to see if it's |evel.
It is, and he steps away formthe | adder.

He turns on the console and sure enough he can see just
enough to see a strange package with an antenna sti cking
out of it.

He kneels down in front of it and scans it. He presses a
few buttons on the console but gets a di sapproving BUZZ.
He | ooks up to see Hitoshama

BRULEY
Can you get a connection? There's
too much interference down here.

Hi t oshama fiddles with her consol e.

H TOSHANVA
Yeah, it works fine up here.
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BRULEY
Ok, good. WMake a cross reference
on the database for ne. | found a
package that has sone kind of powder
init. 1'd very nmuch Iike to know
what it is.

H TOSHANVA
.

Brul ey doubl e-checks his consol e.

BRULEY
|"mreading a conposition of about
76% potassiumnitrate, 13% carbon
and 11% sul fur

Hi t oshama copi es down the nunbers and pushes a few nore
but t ons.

H TOSHANMA
Ok, got it. Searching.

BRULEY
| guess the radi o broadcasts sone
sort of a hom ng beacon, although
| can't understand why. W never
pi cked it up on our normal scans
since we don't | ook at these
frequenci es anynore. How did you
stunble on it?

H TOSHANA
| was just fiddling with the
console, trying out the different
functions since |'ve never been
down here.

The consol e BEEPS. H toshama starts readi ng.

H TOSHAMA ( CONT' D)
| have a nmatch

BRULEY
What's the di agnosis, doc?

H TOSHAMA
It's apparently an anci ent substance
known as bl ack powder.

BRULEY
Never heard of it. What does it
do?

Hi t oshama reads on, when suddenly her eyes widen in
surpri se.

H TOSHANVA
It expl odes!
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Brul ey junps back fromthe package, |ooses his bal ance and
falls.

When he gets back up, he approaches the package nore
carefully and takes nore scans. H's mnd works in overdrive

BRULEY
Tell me nore. How powerful is it?
Does it conmbust easily? Anything
| should know about just how
terrified | should be.

H TOSHANMA
It's extrenely weak by nodern
standards. It was mainly used in
| ow power ed weapons.

BRULEY
X, | think I"'mon top of one of
the main air vents and it should
be shielded very well. Can you

calculate if this could do any
damage to it? There's a few kil os
of the stuff.

Hi t oshama fiddles with her console furiously.

HI TOSHAMA
If I"mgetting this right, the
nost it can do is scratch the paint.
But if it explodes while you're
down there, there won't be nuch
| eft of you.

BRULEY
How very soothing to know

HI TOSHAMA
According to this, the resulting
snoke and heat woul d cause a series
of fire alarns that would pretty
much shut down this sector. The
radio device is nost likely the
det onat or .

BRULEY
Yeah, | figured as nuch.

Brul ey stands up, lets out a sigh and scratches his head.
A beat .

BRULEY ( CONT' D)
Hi t oshanm.

H TOSHANMA
Yes, sir?

Brul ey | ooks up at Hi toshana.
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BRULEY
kay, here's what we're going to
do. I'mgoing to stay down here

and try to get as nuch information
as | can. You head back to

Engi neeri ng and anal yze the radio
signal with the folks up there.

| f we can duplicate the hom ng
beacon, we should be able to nove
t he bonb out of here.

H TOSHANMA
Shoul dn't you at | east cone up
her e?

BRULEY

| can't do scans fromup there
because of the interference. And
we need to know all there is to
know about this thing. Fast.

HI TOSHAMA
What if the bonb goes off while
" m gone?

Brul ey pauses. He |ooks at the bonb for a nonent, then
back at Hi toshama and shrugs.

HI TOSHAMA ( CONT' D)
Right. 1'll be quick.

Hi t oshama starts to | eave.

BRULEY
Hi t oshanm!

She turns back.

BRULEY ( CONT' D)
You' d better informthe Captain.

Hi t oshama nods and runs off. Bruley |ooks at the bonb and
sighs. He casually sits beside and continues his scans.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
| NT. ANTARES - ENG NEERI NG

The omi doors open and Wendy steps into Engineering to
see Bruley clinbing out of an access hatch.

The engi neering is al nost deserted. Just a handful of
engi neers are present, all of them watching anxiously at
t he proceedings. H toshama is anong them

Bruley is carrying a box, keeping as far from him as
possi ble. Wndy cones to him

VENDY
G ad to see you're still in one
pi ece, Chief. |Is that the bonb?

BRULEY
It's inside. Hi toshama and her
team constructed it while the rest
wor ked on the fake hom ng beacon
that's now where this thing used
to be.

Brul ey puts the package on a table.

H TOSHANVA
It's a Faraday cage. | stunbled
on the concept while doing research
for the transmtter.

VENDY
A Faraday cage?

H TOSHAMA
It's an encl osure that bl ocks out
external static electric fields,
i ncl udi ng radi o signals.

BRULEY
In theory, it shouldn't be able to
receive any signals. Hopefully
that includes the one that tells
it to bl ow up.

VENDY
In theory?

Hi t oshama shifts unconfortably.

H TOSHANVA
Vell, I"mpretty sure nobody's
built one of these in centuries so
it isn't exactly what you'd call a
test ed desi gn.
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VENDY
Ri ght .

BRULEY
Right is right. And that's exactly
why I'd Iike to shove this thing
out of the nearest airlock before
the design is field tested with ny
internal organs. It's a very good
sign that whoever's tracking the
signal hasn't noticed us noving
it. But 1'd still rather be safe
t han dead.

VENDY
The Captain wants for us to |ocate
the receiver first now that the
bonb has been contained. Shooting
it out of an airlock mght alert
them Do you think you could nodify
the sensors so we can track the
signal and see where the receiver
i s?

BRULEY
Sure, but I'"msure that a scan so
specific wll alert them They'll
know we found it and |'mpretty
sure they'll try and blow it up

VENDY
| don't think we have nuch choi ce.
Al hell will brake | oose when
they try to detonate the bonb in
any case. |'d nuch rather we force
their hand and not the other way
around. Do you have a bl ast

chanber ?

BRULEY
This is engineering, not a bonb
| ab!

Wendy | ooks at him benused. Then she | ooks at the bonb
and grabs it.

BRULEY ( CONT' D)
Hey, where are you...?

Brul ey doesn't have to continue as he sees Wendy throw ng
the bonb into the waiting omi-lift.

VEENDY
Level 9, sector C

The doors close and the omi | eaves.
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VAEENDY ( CONT' D)
That sector is enpty at the nonent,

right?

BRULEY
Yes, the refit crews finished there
yest er day.

V\ENDY

Then it sounds |ike the perfect
pl ace for a bonb, doesn't it?

BRULEY
Truly spoken |ike a person who
doesn't have to fix it all.

VENDY
We're wasting tinme. How about
doi ng those sensor nodifications?

Brul ey, Wendy and Hitoshama nove to the nearest wall
conput er consol e.

BRULEY
There's nothing much to it, really.
We're perfectly capabl e of scanning
the frequencies. W just don't
because usually there's no point.

VENDY
So we can do the scan at any tinme?
BRULEY
Sure. | just need to check the
exact frequency.
H TOSHAMA
It was 103.9 negahertz on the FM

band.

Brul ey nods and starts to enter the appropriate comands.
Then he pauses. He turns to Wendy.

BRULEY
Are you sure you want ne to do
this? The bonb mght still puncture

a bul khead and we m ght have
deconpression to deal with

VENDY
Do you have any better ideas?

Brul ey thinks for a nonent, then shrugs.

BRULEY
Not really, no.

V\ENDY
Then do it.
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Brul ey punches in the final commands.
| NT. ANTARES - BRI DGE

Tanith, Artesh, Baxter and several ND crewrenbers are at
their posts.

Tani th wor ks her consol e.

TANI TH
| have |l ocated the receiver. It's
comng froma cargo ship docked at
bay 42.

BAXTER
Asht ar ?

TANI TH

Yes, Captain.
Baxt er punches a button on the small console in his chair.

BAXTER
Security!

VENDY' S COW VO CE
W' re on our way.

Artesh's consol e BEEPS.

LARRY' S COW VA CE
Engi neering to Bridge.

Artesh opens the channel.

ARTESH
Speak.

LARRY' S COW VO CE
We just noticed a strong carrier
wave bei ng broadcast on the sane
frequency. 1'd say it's a pretty
sure bet that they just tried to
detonate the bonb. Fortunately
for the crews that just finished
Level 9, it seens that our Faraday
cage wor ked.

BAXTER
Get rid of the bonmb, now

LARRY' S COW VO CE
G adly, sir. Engineering out.

As the channel closes, Tanith's console blares an ALARM
The station starts to shake slightly.
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TANI TH
The cargo ship is trying to break
free fromthe docking clanps,
Captain! It |ooks |ike they got
on to us.

BAXTER
Where's security? They should be
t here by now

TANI TH
| don't know, but they won't be
able to do much if the cargo ship
is leaving. W should let it go
before it tears off the docking
cl anps.

BAXTER
No! Do not disengage the cl anps!
Under no circunmstances am | going
to let those bastards get away.
Have the security forces blow their
way into the ship if they have to.

TANI TH
Captain, | really have to advice
against this. The clanps aren't
designed to take this nmuch force.
They mght rip half the station
apart!

The station shakes nore violently and nore ALARMS start to
sound.

LARRY' S COW VA CE
Bridge? What the hell is going on
up there? Just about every single
systemis blaring out alarnms down
here. The station can't take nuch
nore of this!

TANI TH
We have to let the ship go!

The shaki ng i ncreases even nore and violent jolts nearly
knock people fromtheir chairs.

Baxter hits nore comrands on his chair panel.

BAXTER
Security, are you able to make
your way to the ship?

WENDY' S COW VO CE
Are you kidding ne?! W just had
to evacuate the entire sector.

Tanith | ooks at her console, which by nowis practically
pul sating in red. She has to nake a decision, fast.
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She exchanges a glance with Artesh and punches in a few
commands. The shaki ng ceases i medi ately.

Baxter |l ooks in horror as the cargo ship can be seen on
the viewscreen, flying away.

BAXTER
VWhat happened?

Tanith replies w thout hesitation.

TANI TH
The docking clanps failed. There
was nothing | could do.

BAXTER
Fire! Everything you've got!

TANI TH
Firing a torpedo.

EXT. SPACE

The cargo ship is flying away as fast as it can when a
bright torpedo is |aunched fromthe station. The torpedo
is alot faster and it's ained perfectly.

The inpact is immnent, when suddenly a Quantum Tunnel
opens in front of the ship and it junps just in the nick
of tine.

| NT. ANTARES - BRI DGE

As before. Baxter kicks his chair in frustration.

BAXTER
A torpedo? Are you serious?
TANI TH
(calmy)
As |'ve expl ai ned before, Captain,
this is...
BAXTER
(cuts in)

...a civilian station. Yes, |
think it's painfully obvious to
everyone by now.

He calns hinself for a couple of seconds, lets out a breath
and then speaks with nore control.

BAXTER ( CONT' D)
K, let's try and get a track on
the ship. If we're lucky, we can
di spatch a...
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ARTESH
(i nterrupts)
Captain, the cargo ship has dropped
out of the Tunnel. It appears
that the torpedo was cl ose enough
to make the junmp with the ship and
damage their Tunnel drive.

BAXTER
VWhere is it?

ARTESH
Just 11 thousand kil onmeters from
us, but taking distance as fast as
she can under normal propul sion.

Baxt er punches nore conmands on the consol e.

UDAY' S COW VA CE
Shut t | ebay.

BAXTER
Prepare the shuttle for imedi ate
| aunch, Sergeant! We wll neet
you t here.

UDAY' S COW VA CE
Roger .

Baxt er cl oses the channel and | ooks at Tanith.

BAXTER
Commander, you're with ne. W're
goi ng to pursue.

Tanith nods and rises fromher console. Another crewrenber
i mredi ately takes her place as they head out of the bridge.

| NT. ANTARES - SHUTTLEBAY

The shuttl ebay consists of a row of airlocks to the waiting
shuttles. There are only a few crewnenbers in the

shuttl ebay and they are working at the nearest airlock,
getting the shuttle ready for flight.

Uday is standing outside the airlock. He is in full
flightsuit, waiting and eager to go.

Tanith enters froman omi-lift and joins Uday.

UDAY
Were's the Captain? | though he
woul d be joining us.

TANI TH
He is. But he had to attend to
sonme business in his quarters first.
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UDAY
Real | y? The way he rushed us here,
| thought he didn't want to waste

any tine.
TANI TH
| think that he just didn't want
us to waste any tine. |I'mstarting

to feel that he's not the kind of
a Captain who lives by his own
rul es.

UDAY
No shit. | heard that...

Uday is interrupted when Baxter enters from another omi.
He wal ks quickly to the airlock and nods to Uday.

BAXTER
Ser geant.

Uday nods back and they all enter the airl ock.
EXT. SPACE

The shuttle detaches itself froma small docking port and
flies off as fast as it can in hot pursuit.

| NT. SHUTTLE

Uday and Tanith are seated in the two forward stations,
Baxter is standing behind them as close as possible to
the control panels. He has to bend over slightly in the

cranped confines of the shuttle.

BAXTER
How far are they now?

TANI TH
Only about two mllion kil oneters.

UDAY
But their speed matches ours, so
we can't get to them under nor nal
propul si on.

BAXTER
Weapons?

TANI TH
It's a civilian cargo ship. Wy
woul d t hey have weapons?

BAXTER
Probably the sanme reason they
brought the bonb. Have you scanned
t henf
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TANI TH
Yes, there's no weaponry that |
can detect.

BAXTER

Could we fire fromthis distance?

UDAY
This is a shuttle, Captain, not a
fighter. W only have about a
fifty kilonmeter range on the
weapons.

Baxter takes a step back, deep in thought. Then he cones
to them agai n.

BAXTER
Could we outrun themw th a Quantum
Tunnel ?

UDAY
Sir?

BAXTER

Could we forma Tunnel just for a
few seconds to get in range?

TANI TH
That's not possible. Even the
shortest of Tunnel junps would
overshoot by mllions of kiloneters.

UDAY
And even if we did catch them
there's not nmuch we can do. The
weapons on this shuttle won't do
much to a ship of that size.
assunmed that we're just going to
track them

BAXTER
We don't have to damage them but
if we're able to Tunnel in front
of themand attack with what we
have, we m ght be able to sl ow
t hem down. . .

Baxter punches in a few conmands to the navigation console
and it highlights certain coordinates on it.

BAXTER ( CONT' D)
...around here.

UDAY
k... Why? There's nothing there.



TANI TH
It doesn't nmatter because the Tunnel
junp is inpossible. The safeties
won't allow us to disengage the
drive fast enough.

UDAY

Unl ess. ..
Uday veers off.

BAXTER
VWhat? Wiat is it? This is not
the time to hesitate. |If you have
an idea, spit it out!

UDAY
VWell, we could destabilize one of
the Casimr buffers to create an
unst abl e Quantum Tunnel. It would
still allowus to junp, but it
woul d shut down in less than a

second.
Baxter | ooks at Tanith.

BAXTER
| s that possi bl e?

TANI TH
| suppose, theoretically. But |
don't think it's sonething we can

actual ly. ..
UDAY
(i nterrupts)
|'ve done it. Once. It wl

wor Kk,
a

I
but it's going to be one hell of
ride. And it was in a fighter, |
don't knowif it'll work with a
shuttle.

BAXTER
How ong would it take to nodify
the buffer generators?

UDAY
Not long. The last tine | didit,
it was an act of desperation.

Baxter pats Uday on the shoul der.
BAXTER

| like your way of thinking. Get
toit.

45.

Uday gets to work, clearly not all that eager to do it.
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UDAY
Al right, then. | suggest you
strap yourself to a chair. This
is not going to be pleasant.

As Baxter sits down to one of the aft chairs, Uday and
Tanith exchange a worried gl ance.

EXT. SPACE
The shuttle is still at full speed when a Quantum Tunnel
opens in front of it. It dives in.

FLASH CUT TO
| NT. SHUTTLE

Baxter cones back to consciousness, finding hinself |ying
on the floor in a puddle of vomt. He quickly gathers
hi msel f, wi pes away the vomt fromhis face and stands up.

Tanith and Uday are al ready working feverishly, feeling
the effects of the junp as well.

BAXTER
St at us?
UDAY
The junp was successful. W energed

fromthe Tunnel only about 20 000
kiloneters in front of them W' ve
reversed course and are cl osing

in, fast.

BAXTER
Excellent. Fire at will as soon
as we are in range.

TANI TH
And then what? Qur weaponry won't
do nuch and we can't board the
shi p.

BAXTER
As | said, we only need to get
themto slow enough for a few
seconds.

UDAY
W're in range in 20 seconds.
They're starting to sl ow down.

BAXTER
Firel

EXT. SPACE

The shuttle is approaching the |large cargo ship extrenely
fast and commences firing.
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Shrapnel flies off where the rounds hit the exterior of
the ship, but the damage is m nimal.

Both ships are decreasing their speed as they cl ose each
ot her.

| NT. SHUTTLE
As before.
UDAY
They' ve sl owed down alnost to a
full stop.
TANI TH

But they won't stay that way for
long. As soon as they plot in a
new trajectory, they'll be out of
here |li ke a bat out of hell.

BAXTER
They won't have that | ong.

TANI TH
Why ?

Baxt er notions out si de.

BAXTER
That' s why.

EXT. SPACE

At each side of the shuttle, two Quantum Tunnel s open and
massi ve battl ecrui sers energe

They remain notionless as everything halts. Both the cargo
ship and the shuttle stop. The ships remain static for a
| ong while, hanging in space.

| NT. SHUTTLE

As before. Uday and Tanith are stunned at the sight of
the two shi ps.

BAXTER
Basic battle tactics, Comrander.
A ship that size could easily
out maneuver and outrun
battl ecrui sers, so we needed to
sl ow t hem down for an anbush
They' re not goi ng anywhere.

TANI TH
A very slick nove. [Is this why
you needed to visit your quarters
before we set off?
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BAXTER
| had to make a fewcalls to set
this up.

UDAY

Why didn't you just tell us?
Baxter smles slightly.

BAXTER
No need to tell you about the plans
that m ght not work.

TANI TH
So saving face is nore inportant
t han keeping us in the | oop?

BAXTER
Sonething |ike that. Please open
channel s to both battl ecruisers.

Tani th punches in a few commands.

TANI TH
Channel open.
BAXTER
Thank you.
(1 oud)

This is Captain Baxter, comrandi ng
officer of Antares. Fire at wll!

Tanith junps from her seat in horror.

TANI TH
NO

EXT. SPACE

The massive ships open fire. The cargo ship is caught in
the ruthless crossfire and is ripped to shreds in a matter
of seconds.

| NT. SHUTTLE
Still in shock and alnbst in tears, Tanith turns to Baxter.

TANI TH
Wiy the hell did you do that?! W
had thenl There was no reason to
murder them all

Baxter shoots an icy glance at him

BAXTER
Sit down, Commander
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Il will not sit down! W don't
even know how many people were in
that ship! Wo knows how many
i nnocent peopl e you nurdered?!

BAXTER
That is enough! It was ny decision
to make and | do not have to take
this fromyou! This wasn't a
guestion of arresting them but of
st oppi ng them before they can put
nmore people in danger!

TANI TH
How coul d they possibly have done
that? By planting nore harmnl ess
bonbs around. ..

BAXTER

(i nterrupts)
You're not a mlitary officer, so
don't ever pretend to understand
what's at stake here! You have
absolutely no right to question ny
command. Now, return to your
station and do your duty or | wll
relieve you

Tanith stares at Baxter coldly.

UDAY
Um sirs?

They turn to Uday with irritation.

BAXTER
VWhat is it, Sergeant?
UDAY
" m pi cking up a transponder. It

seens that it's comng from an
escape pod.

Tanith returns to her chair and begi ns scans.

TANI TH
Confirmed. 1'mreading a single
life sign on board, very faint.

BAXTER
Set in an intercept course and
prepare to tractor it on board.
We'l|l take the occupant into
cust ody.

UDAY
Shouldn't we |l et the battl ecruisers
handle it?
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BAXTER
No, it's on our jurisdiction.
Commander, contact Antares and
have them be neet us with a nedi cal
Crew.

TANI TH
(stern)
Yes, sir.

EXT. SPACE

The shuttl e approaches a small dot in space, the escape
pod. Fromthis...

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON
Est abl i shi ng.
| NT. ANTARES - MESS HALL

A very frustrated Tanith is joined by Wendy, Lisa and Larry
at a table. A large glass of sonething presumably al coholic
isin front of her. The others are quite sonber as well.

TANI TH
| nmean, there was no point. They
didn't even have weapons. They
weren't going anywhere. W didn't
even try to nmake contact with them

Tanith takes a huge swig from her drink.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
And then he just started to pul
sone mlitary bullshit on ne.
Sure, | can understand that he's
nore accustoned to mlitary
procedures, but it's the
condescending attitude | can't
stand. Just because | didn't spend
years learning howto stand in a
line doesn't nmean that | can't do
my job. Wiy the hell is he here
anyway? |f he needs to prove
hinmself to be a big man with a
gun, there's plenty of places for
himto do that.

LI SA
Conme on, that's not fair and you
know it.

TANI TH

VWhat? Are you seriously taking
his side in this?

LI SA
No, |I'mnot taking his side. |
don't agree with his decision and
| don't |ike the guy, not that has
nothing to do with it. | don't
know why he was assigned here, but
there's nothing we can do about
it. So we're just going to have
to learn to deal with him Just
remenber that he's probably having
just as nuch trouble adjusting as
we are.
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The group

LARRY
Vll, at least he finally let you
rel ease the docking clanps. A few
seconds nore and it would' ve left,
half of the nmodule with them

TANI TH
Ch, right, | forgot to tell you
The clanps did fail. It takes two
weeks to repair them
LARRY
(beat)
| see.

n silent for a beat.

LARRY ( CONT' D)
| don't know. | guess he's just
the type of person who's the
happi est when he's got a big gun
and sonmeone to point it at.

LI SA
Don't you start that too. You
guys keep blam ng himfor treating
you unfairly just because you're
not part of the mlitary while you
keep doing the sanme to himjust
because he is.

MALCOLM (O. S.)
(drunk)
Why don't you just drop the act!
He's a bastard and you know it.
Hmand all the |likes of him

turns to see the very drunken man.

52.

He is MALCOLM

SCOIT, a mddl e aged man who | ooks |i ke he could be
handsone, but whose every nove gives the inpression of a

man who has given up on everyt hing.

He doesn't wear a

uni form

Tanith just | ooks at him bew | dered, while the others
recogni ze himand seem enbarrassed. Lisa turns her gaze
to her drink.

MALCOLM ( CONT' D)
That's right, | actually took the
time to look into his so called
"career", which seens to be nore
than the rest of you have bot hered
to do. He bought a career with
his father's noney and infl uence!
He and his father have been under
i nvestigation dozens of tinmes, but
sonehow t he i nvestigators and judges
tend to be reassigned before

( MORE)
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MALCCOLM ( CONT' D)
anything is carried through. He
is the kind of a man who prays on
others just to benefit his own
wort hl ess existence. He won't
hesitate for a second to get rid
of you any way he can if he should

so choose.
(beat, full of sorrow)
Believe ne, | know.

Li sa has heard enough. She throws a glance at Ml col m
full of disappointnment, before she storns out of the room

MALCOLM ( CONT" D)
He will poison this station until
there's nothing nore for himto
gain fromdoing it. This Captain
is the worst thing that coul d ever
happen to this station.

Mal col m halts as he notices the group |ooking behind him
the color drained fromtheir faces.

He slowy turns to see Baxter standing in the doorway,
| ooking at himw th a nurdering glare but very controll ed.

Mal col m shuts up and Baxter wal ks to him The tension of
t he noment nakes everybody feel extrenely unconfortable.

He | ooks Malcolmdirectly in the eyes for a nonent.

BAXTER
Security chief, I'd appreciate if
you' d do your duty and escort this
gentleman to the nearest brig.

Wendy hesitates for a second, but seeing no alternative,
she rises fromthe table and gently starts to escort Ml colm
out .

VENDY
Come on, let's get you sonewhere
you can sober up

Mal col m doesn't resist as they nove out of the room
Baxter's gaze never braking contact until they nove out of
Vi ew.

Once they are gone, Baxter takes a last icy |look at Tanith
and Larry before |eaving wthout a word.

TANI TH
Do you think Lisa has a point?
Are we treating himand his supposed
"type" unfairly?

Larry shrugs.
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LARRY
| don't know. Lisa's forner
mlitary herself. Mybe it's stil
in her blood to defend them

TANI TH
Anot her unfair generalization?

LARRY
As | said, | don't know \W've
been serving on this station for
nearly a decade together, but |
can't say | really know her. She's
not the socializing... "type".

TANI TH
| gat hered.

A beat as they take another sip fromtheir drinks and mull
over the events.

Larry shakes his head.
LARRY

It's really sad, what state he's
driven hinself to.

TANI TH
Who?
LARRY
Mal col m
(of f her I o0k)
The drunk.
TANI TH
Ch!  You know hi nf?
LARRY
Very well, we all do. He's Malcolm
Scott, the previous nedical chief.
TANI TH
Really? | didn't know he was stil

on the station.

LARRY
Where woul d he go? He was here
frombefore day one. He directed
the medical unit when the station
was being built, so he's spent
nmost of his career around this

station. It's no wonder he couldn't
see hinself |eaving after he got
boot ed out.

TANI TH

How does he make a living?
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LARRY
Mostly, he doesn't. He gets
sonmet hing fromthe space force for
his service years, but nostly he
just does odd jobs here and there
to keep hinself going. None of us
feel right about what happened to
him so we let himeat here. W
try and help himout, but he's
going to be in a world of hurt as
soon as the border opens again and
the rents will skyrocket.

TANI TH
| can't believe the force left him
out to dry like that. Wat did he
do?

LARRY

It's conplicated. Let's just say
t hat sonmeone very politically
sensitive died on his operating
tabl e at an inopportune tine.
They needed soneone to bl ane and
he was the nobst convenient choice.

(beat)
But hey, | thought you wanted to
wi nd down. All we've tal ked about
is death, corruption and m serable
fates. Maybe we should tal k about
sonet hi ng nore chi pper before you
get too drunk?

TANI TH
| ' m not drunk.

She takes a swg of her drink to prove the point.

LARRY
Maybe not, but you're getting there.

TANI TH
Probably. There's just sonething
| really don't want to do that 1'd
rat her forget.

EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON - LATER

Est abl i shi ng.

| NT. ANTARES - CAPTAI NS QUARTERS

The large quarters are dimy |lit. Baxter sits behind his
desk, reading sonething intently on a conputer screen. He
doesn't |l ook the |east bit happy about what he's seeing.

After a few nonments, the door chinme rings. He ignores it.
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The chinme rings again. Wth some annoyance he pushes a
button on the desk and the door slides open.

Tanith enters. He quickly glances to see who it is and
returns to his reading.

BAXTER

VWhat is it, Comander? 1It's |ate.
TANI TH

| know, I'msorry. Sir, 1'd like

to request perm ssion to interrogate
the prisoner. Wendy told ne that
you've restricted all access to

hi m
BAXTER
(absent - m nded)
To who?
TANI TH

The Ashtar man we picked up from
t he escape pod.

BAXTER
(al ar med)
| s he awake?

TANI TH
Not yet, but Doctor Runfoord said
that he could wake up at any tine
and shoul d be strong enough for
guesti oni ng.

BAXTER
No.

TANI TH
Sir?

BAXTER

I nform the Doctor that the prisoner
is to be held under artificial
unconsci ousness as long as he is

on the station for security reasons.
|"ve arranged for a mlitary
transfer to pick himup. They
shoul d be here in about a week.

TANI TH
Captain, | nust object. W need
to begin an investigation

imediately. If we wait a week,
there m ght be nothing left to
investigate. | nust urge you to
reconsi. ..

Baxter slanms his pal mon the desk.
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BAXTER
Damm it, Commander! | gave you an
order! This station doesn't even
have the bare m ninum of a security
staff. W can't take even the
risk. We're sinply not equipped
to handle a terrorist threat at
t he nonent, so our best option is
to keep him sedated and then | et
the security forces deal with him
Besi des, we can proceed with the
i nvestigation as best as we can
W t hout him

TANI TH
But Captain, it's just because of
t he skel eton security crew that we
can't investigate this properly.
He coul d give us inval uable
information that can put us in the
right direction.

BAXTER
| don't know if the concept of an
order confuses you sonehow, but
you' ve al ready di sobeyed a direct
order once today. | assure you,
you don't want to do it tw ce.
Just relay ny orders and pl ease
don't bother me anynore today.
|"moff duty and so are you.

Tanith cl enches her fist to control her fury.

TANI TH
Yes, sir.

She wal ks out of the room
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FI VE
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ACT SI X
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON

Establishing. A lot of the Iights have been turned off
and a lot of the windows are dark as the night period sets
in on the massive space outpost.

| NT. ANTARES - MARKETPLACE

The shopkeepers and various vendors are cl osing shop
everywhere, while a few still keep their doors open. The
general lighting is somewhat di mmer than before.

Artesh wal ks in froman omi and through the marketpl ace,
paying little attention to the people around him He
conti nues TO

| NT. ANTARES - CORRI DOR - CONTI NUOUS

The corridor is also dimy lit. There are no peopl e around
as Artesh wal ks along the corridor before stopping in front
of a door.

He rings the chinme and the door opens al nost i mredi ately
to reveal Tanith in casual attire.

TANI TH
Did anyone see you cone here?

ARTESH
| don't think so. Wuy?

TANI TH
Never m nd. Cone on in.

Tanith lets Artesh enter.
| NT. ANTARES - TANI TH S QUARTERS - CONTI NUOUS

Tanith's quarters are far from Spartan. It is full of
personal itens, eastern furniture and a |lot of the walls
are covered with colorful drapes. A cat is sleeping on a
di van.

Artesh is quite surprised by the onslaught of color in the
roomas Tanith shows himin

TANI TH
"' m not exactly popular with the
Captain at the nonent so |I'msure
he woul dn't be all that excited
about our little neeting.

ARTESH
Little paranoid, are we?
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TANI TH
Maybe. But sonething tells ne
it's better to be. So, how do you

i ke ny world?
ARTESH
[t's... different.

Tanith | ooks at him clearly expecting sonething nore. He
isn't very good at this.

ARTESH ( CONT' D)
It's very nice.

Tanith smles at him

TANI TH

l"mglad you like it. 1 worked

like mad on it.
ARTESH

| see you have a cat.

Tanith sits on the divan next to the cat. It doesn't react.

TANI TH

Yes, |'ve had her for about seven

years. |1've had one ever since |

was a child, can't really inmagine
life without one. Her nane's Eight.

ARTESH
Ei ght ?

TANI TH
|'"'mterrible at nanes. It was

either going to be a nunber or a
silly acronymsince |'mused to
both in this line of work. The
nunber seened nore personal

Artesh doesn't see the | ogic.

ARTESH
| see the logic. |I'mnore of a
dog person nyself.

TANI TH
VWl l, nobody's perfect. You want

anything to drink or sonething?

ARTESH
No, I'mfine. Thank you.

Artesh sits to a wicker chair opposite to the divan.

TANI TH
Did you get the information.
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ARTESH
It wasn't too easy. | was just
your average bureaucrat back in
Ashtar, so | don't have that many
connections. So | had to do it
the hard way. |t happens that one
of ny old coll eagues was pronoted
to a governnmental job in one of
the |l arger sovereignties. So |
cal | ed her.

TANI TH
And?

ARTESH
And her boss asked fromhis relative
who had a friend in the travel
mnistry.

TANI TH
And?

ARTESH
And then that person had to go to
t he Deep Space Network | ogs to see
if they could find any nention of
our cargo ship.

TANI TH
And?

Artesh takes a data unit fromhis pocket and hands it to
Tani t h.

ARTESH
And there you have it. Six degrees
of separation in action.

TANI TH
Fantastic. | can't thank you
enough.
She takes the data unit and goes to a wall. She nbves one

of the drapes aside to reveal the conputer consol e behind
it. She ties the drape aside.

She puts the unit in the socket and the console blinks to
life. A huge anmobunt of data is displayed on the console
along with diagranms of the cargo ship.

Artesh joins her at the console.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
Have you | ooked through all this
yet ?

ARTESH
No, | came here as soon as | got
it.
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TANI TH
And you're sure that the Captain
doesn't know about this?

ARTESH
It was a personal call. | don't
thi nk even he is that suspicious.

TANI TH
| wouldn't put it past him

ARTESH
You are paranoid, aren't you?
fully agree that he's an ass, but
you're acting as if he's a crimnal.

TANI TH
That's exactly what I'mtrying to
find out.

Tanith starts to dissect the infornati on on the screen.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
The heavy transport vessel G osh,
regi stration 01938-2388. Built by
t he Sherton Corporation..

She starts to skimthrough the screens of information.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
Yes, yes, yes, yes, we know all
that. But where did it cone fronf
Were was it going?

They both read through the information in silence for a
moment, until Tanith finds sonething she |ikes.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
Here we go! Operating fromKI'tor
Does that sound famliar?

ARTESH
Vaguely. It's one of the smal
border worl ds.

Tanith continues to scan the infornati on on the screen.

TANI TH
That' s odd.

ARTESH
VWhat ?

TANI TH

It I ooks like the Gosh has recently
been renaned even though it's still
under the sanme ownership. According
to this, it was fornmerly known as

t he Gor put z- adar.
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ARTESH
Are you serious? | know that ship!
It's one of the few ships that
visited regularly even when the
border was cl osed.

TANI TH
Real | y?

ARTESH
Yes, they used it a lot for what
l[ittle commercial traffic they
coul d during the | ockdown.

TANI TH
What did it do here?

ARTESH
Not hi ng. We were just the border
station.

TANI TH

Were was it headi ng?

ARTESH
| don't know. It should be |ogged
in the station | ogs.

TANI TH
Easy enough to check.

Tani th punches in sonme conmands and the conputer shows
anot her | og.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
Let's see if | can actually spel
Gor put z- adar .

Once finished, the conputer fills with search result.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
Ww. You weren't kidding, it really
was a regular visitor. You didn't
notice the simlarity between that
and the G osh?

ARTESH
They all look the sane in traffic
control. Besides, we've had so

much traffic lately that | probably
woul dn't have noticed even if it

still had the sane nane.

TANI TH
Let's see where the cargo is
headi ng.

Tanith punches in a few nore commands, but the conputer
makes a di sapprovi ng BEEP
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TANI TH ( CONT' D)

That's odd.
ARTESH
VWhat ?
TANI TH
| can't access that part of the
logs. It's encrypted.
ARTESH
That is odd.
TANI TH
Let's see if we can make an educat ed
guess.

Tani th punches in nmore commands and the data changes once
agai n.

TANI TH ( CONT' D)
That' s odd.

ARTESH
You say that a lot.

TANI TH
According to this, practically al
of KI'tor's econony is based on
export of Beryl dahide. The odd
thing about it is that all of the
export seens to be to Earth
Consortium

ARTESH
That is odd.

TANI TH
You say that a lot.

ARTESH
| don't think I've ever heard of
sonething like that. Even the
border worlds prefer to trade with
Asht ar governnents, if not for any
ot her reason than to save face.

TANI TH
My thoughts exactly. And it isn't
like the the Earth Consortiumis
that keen on trading with the Ashtar
ei t her.

Artesh reads nore as they talk.

ARTESH
This doesn't make any sense. It
shoul dn't be possible to do al
this with the border cl osed.
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TANI TH
| agree. So that probably neans
that the governnment has to back it
up on both sides of the border.

ARTESH
Now wait a mnute. | admt that
this all |ooks suspicious, but

there's not enough evidence for
any concl usi ons.

Tanith pauses for a nonent to null over the facts. The
she smles slightly.

TANI TH
Want to go on a little trip?

ARTESH
What do you nean?

TANI TH
| don't think there's nmuch nore do
here. That's why we need to go
over there to investigate.

ARTESH
Wher e?

TANI TH
To KI'tor. And | want you to cone
wth ne.

ARTESH
VWhat ? Wiy ne?

TANI TH
It's an Ashtar world. 1've never
been in one, so | don't know what
to do when | get there. | need
soneone to gui de ne.

ARTESH
| really don't think that's such a
good idea. I'mstill not convinced,
and even if | were, it's not our
probl em

TANI TH

It becones our problemwhen | see
a civilian ship blown sky high in
front of ny face!

ARTESH
But that really doesn't change
anyt hing. You've gone and created
this entire conspiracy, but we
don't have anything to back it up
( MORE)



ARTESH ( CONT' D)
| get it that you don't get al ong
with the Captain, but that doesn't
make hima crimnal.

TANI TH
This has nothing to do with the
Capt ai n!

ARTESH

How couldn't it? Who el se could' ve
bl ocked the | ogs so that even the
First Oficer can't access thenf

TANI TH
That's it! That's why the Captain
didn't want the prisoner
interrogated. He nust know
sonet hi ng about this and the
Captain's afraid that he'll talk.

ARTESH
Now you're really being paranoid.

TANI TH
K, so what if | anf? What's there
to lose by going? If I'mright,
we can shed sone nore light into
this and maybe find out why those
people had to die today. And if
it turns out to be a wld goose
chase, we'll get a few days off
the station and visit Kl'tor.

Suddenly Artesh turns very sonber.

ARTESH
...

He can't finish the sentence.

TANI TH
VWat is it? Dd | say sonething
wr ong?
ARTESH
No. It's just that... | haven't
been back to Ashtar ever since the
border was closed. | don't know
if I can go back. Not like this.
TANI TH
h. | didn't realize. | didn't
mean to be insensitive. | fear

that this is becom ng a running
t heme between the two of us.
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ARTESH
No, it's alright. 1'd be nore
of fended if you watched your every
word around me. It's just that
t he thought of going back all of a
sudden is... Well, to be perfectly
honest, | don't know what to think.

TANI TH
| understand. And | really am
sorry that | have to put you on
the spot. But | really need to do
this and I don't think I can w thout
you.

Artesh | ooks Tanith directly in the eyes.

ARTESH
This really is that inportant to
you?

TANI TH
It is. | know nyself. | can't

live with nyself if | don't at
least try to find out why those
peopl e had to die.

Artesh thinks for a long while. Tanith does not brake the
eye contact at any point.

Finally, Artesh drops his gaze.

ARTESH
Al right. If it really neans
that much to you, I'Il go with
you.
TANI TH
You can't imagi ne how nuch |
appreciate this. Really. | promse

"Il make it up to you sone day.

ARTESH
| think you should worry nore about
how you're going to get us there.
| can nmake all the arrangenents
for our visit, but if you're right,
| don't think the Captain wll |et
us go very easily.

Tanith sm | es neekly.

TANI TH
Fortunately, you're not the only
one who is six degrees away from
sonmeone useful .
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EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON
The station is fully light again and swarm ng with activity.
| NT. ANTARES - SHUTTLEBAY
Baxter cones froman omi, steamng with rage.

Tanith is waiting for himat the shuttle airlock. Uday
and Artesh imedi ately vani sh inside the shuttle.

Tanith smles politely as Baxter conmes to her.

BAXTER
Just what the devil do you think
you' re doi ng, Comrander ?

TANI TH
What do you nean? W're going to
visit the planet Kl 'tor as part of
our investigation.

BAXTER
That is out of the question! You're
not assigned to this investigation.
Space Corp teans will be here in a
week to conduct it.

TANI TH
You know full well that we can't
wait that long. You yourself said
that we need to stop this threat
at any cost. Gyving the bad guys
a week to clean up after themis
not stopping them

BAXTER
That is not for you to decide.
Besides, this station is due to
open in three weeks and | need
every avail able officer here!

TANI TH
|"msure they' Il manage. Artesh
doesn't have very nuch to do before
t he border opens anyway, Uday is
doing his job flying the shuttle
and Lieutenant Davis is covering
for me while |'m gone.

BAXTER
l"mgiving you a direct order to
stay on the station!

TANI TH
You can't really do that, |I'm
af rai d.
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BAXTER
What ?

TANI TH
You see, | have contradicting orders
to go on a diplomatic mssion to
KI"tor. 1It's one of the border

worl ds and we want to be that
they're ready. If it just happens
t hat sonet hi ng about the attack
woul d happen to surface while I'm
there, it's just an added bonus.
And since these orders are from
Admral Calter, I"'mafraid they
outrank you.

BAXTER
You can't be serious.

TANI TH
Feel free to check for yourself.

Tani th hands Baxter a docunent. He scans through the
contents and finally | ooks at Tanith.

BAXTER
"1l have your head for this.

Wth that, Baxter turns away and | eaves. Tanith lets out
a sigh of relief as she enters the shuttle.

| NT. SHUTTLE - CONTI NUOUS

Uday is at controls at the front of the shuttle while Artesh
nmeets Tanith at the back of it.

ARTESH
That was quite a perfornmance.
Congr at ul ati ons.

TANI TH
Thanks. | have to admt that
quite enjoyed it. W should
probably head out before he finds
a way to stop us.

ARTESH
Agr eed.

UDAY
We're all set for | aunch

EXT. SPACE

The shuttle detaches itself fromthe docking port and starts
to fly away fromthe station.
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| NT. ANTARES - BAXTER S OFFI CE
Baxter watches fromthe panorama wi ndows of his office as
the shuttle flies further. After a few nonents, the shuttle
junps to a Quantum Tunnel and di sappears.
He turns to the conputer on his desk and taps a button.
BAXTER
Get nme Admral Baxter on a secured
[ine i mediately.
FADE QOUT.

END OF ACT Sl X
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ACT SEVEN
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE - PLANET KL' TOR

The shuttle energes fromthe Quantum Tunnel and comrences
the orbit insertion.

| NT. SHUTTLE

Tanith and Uday are at the front stations of the shuttle.
Artesh cl oses a conputer console at the back of the shuttle
and joins them

TANI TH
VWhat's the word?

ARTESH
It's pretty amazing. Not only did
| manage to get us a hotel room on
a short notice, but | actually got
through to the president of Kl 'tor.

TANI TH
Are you serious?

ARTESH
| was pretty damm surprised nyself.
Even though Ashtar governnents are
usual ly nore accessible than Earth

Consortiumones, it's still pretty
unusual to get a neeting just like
this.

TANI TH
VWait, you got us a neeting with
t he guy?

ARTESH
Yes. It didn't seemto go so well

at first, but when | explained
that we were serving under Baxter,
they imedi ately agreed to arrange
t he neeting.

TANI TH
That's odd. Well, | guess there
had to be an upside to having him
around. Good work.

Artesh goes back to one of the aft seats as Tanith directs
her attention to the controls.

UDAY
KI"tor orbital control, this is
Earth Consortium shuttl e
Jul es Verne. Requesting deorbit
cl ear ance.
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COW VA CE
Roger, Jules Verne. Wat is your
pl anetary destination?

UDAY
KI'tor central

COW VA CE
Stand by, Jules Verne. W'll
transfer the deorbit paraneters
and approach vector to you. You're
cleared for deorbit and |anding.

UDAY
Huh. That was easy. Usually it'll
take a couple of orbits to get
cl earance.

TANI TH
| guess having the president waiting
gives us priority.

EXT. SPACE - PLANET KL' TOR
The shuttle sl ows down and begins its |ong deorbit nmaneuver.
EXT. KL' TOR - SPACEPORT - DAY

The very sane spaceport that we saw in the teaser. The
passenger term nal has been repaired and restored to its
former glory, but the new | uggage processing facility is
under construction.

I NT. KL'TOR - SPACEPCORT TERM NAL - DAY

As busy and crowded as before. The nain difference is
that the sinple custons desks have been replaced with nore
restrictive gates with all sort of scanning devices. The
officials are behind a transparent wall.

Ashtar is sitting at a bench, waiting patiently. Tanith
comes to himfromthe custons station

TANI TH
| can't believe it took that | ong!
| don't think there's an inch of
my body they didn't poke or scan.

Artesh rises fromthe bench and they start wal ki ng through
t he crowd.

ARTESH
It's your first tinme in Ashtar
space. |If they don't have anything

about you in their records, they'll
want to make sure they get
ever yt hi ng.
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TANI TH
It seens quite an overkill.

ARTESH
It's nothing conpared to when
first cane to Consortium space,
bel i eve ne.

They conme to the far end of the termnal, where the entire
wall is lined up with one person pods that shoot away at

i ncredi bl e speeds through tubes they're in. Mst of the
peopl e there are heading to the tubes as well.

TANI TH
What are those pods?

ARTESH
They are the primary transportation
systemin the city. A lot |ike
omi-lifts, but the network is
nor e conpl ex.

She wat ches a coupl e of pods shoot away at incredible speed
as they start to line for their turn.

TANI TH
The speed seens a little..
excessive. Are they safe?

ARTESH
Compl etely. Under normal
circunst ances the accel eration
woul d be too nuch for a person to
handl e, so the passengers are
i nduced to unconsci ousness for the
journey. It feels like it al
happens in a blink of an eye.

TANI TH
Ww. Why haven't | heard about
t hese before?

ARTESH
They're not very w dely used,
because the operation is quite
expensive. But in huge cities
like this, they're quite practical.

TANI TH
| guess they're putting the
Beryl dahi de noney to use. | don't
knowif | like the idea of going

into one, though.

ARTESH
What do you nean?
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TANI TH
| don't like the idea of being put
to sleep so casually. Wat if |
don't wake up?

ARTESH
It's very rare that that happens.
And | haven't heard of a single
case where a doctor wasn't able to
revive the passenger if sonething
went wong. Believe ne, it's the
safest way to travel

TANI TH
They say that about flying.

ARTESH
It's not the sane thing. You'l
get used to it.

TANI TH
| don't think I'll want to.

ARTESH
It's the only practical way to
travel within the city, so you'd
better.

TANI TH
Fant asti c.

They cone to the pods. Two pods open their doors for them

ARTESH
Just dial in the address and you'l
be there before you knowit. The
presidential reception area is
394-48932.

TANI TH
394-48932, right.

Tanith settles into the pod. The door shuts imredi ately.
| NT. PRESI DENTI AL RECEPTI ON ROOM - DAY

The reception area is a huge room designed to confortably
house | arge anounts of people, but there is nobody there
except Artesh and a RECEPTI ONI ST behi nd a desk.

A pod arrives to the tube in the wall and the doors open
to reveal Tanith. She |ooks a bit baffled.

Artesh takes her hand and hel ps her fromthe pod.
TANI TH

Incredible. That really was |ike
a blink of an eye.
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ARTESH
| told you.

They go to the receptionist who smles politely at them

RECEPTI ONI ST
May | help you?

ARTESH
Yes. This is Commander Tanith
Yann and | am Li eutenant Artesh
fromthe Earth Consortium space
force. W have an appoi nt nent
W th president Kri.

Recepti oni st checks sonething from her conputer

RECEPTI ONI ST
That is correct. The President is
al ready expecting you. You can go
right in.

TANI TH
Thank you.

Tanith and Artesh wal k open the door beside the
receptionists desk and wal k TGO

| NT. PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

The office is a surprisingly small, but a tidy room
PRESI DENT KRI is sitting behind a |large desk wwth two chairs
set in front of it.

The President is an aging nman, who |ooks like the life in
politics has been good to him His fixated smle is the
result of the kind of training only politicians seemto
get for it.

KRI
Wel conme to Kl'tor. Forgive nme for
not standing up, but |I've been on
nmy feet all day.

TANI TH
It's quite alright, M. President.
Thank you for agreeing to see us
in such short notice.

KRI
Nonsense. |It's so rare that we
get such extingui shed guests from
the Consortium the pleasure is
all mne. Please do sit down.

Tanith and Artesh sit down.



Pr esi dent
Kri | ooks
Kri

TANI TH
You're flattering us, we're just
regul ar officers.

KRI
May | offer you sonething? A drink,
per haps?

TANI TH
No, thank you. [|'mfine.

ARTESH
| wouldn't say no to Ridellian tea
if you have any at hand.

KRI
Excel | ent.

Kri presses a button on his desk.

KRl ( CONT' D)
Coul d you bring a cup of Ridellian
tea for ny guest and a gl ass of
brandy for nyself, please.

RECEPTI ONI ST' S COW VA CE
Certainly, M. President. Is that
al1?

at Tanith again.
KRI

You are sure that you don't want
anyt hi ng, Conmmander ?

TANI TH
No, thank you.
KRI
As you w sh.
(to comm)

That is all.

RECEPTI ONI ST S COW VA CE
"1l bring it in a mnute.

cl oses the channel.

TANI TH
If you don't mnd, I'd like to go
ri ght down to business.

KRI
O course.

TANI TH
| presune that you've heard about
t he incident on our border station
Ant ar es.

75.
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KRI
| ndeed. Such a terrible turn of
events, and right before the border
opening. |It's fortunate that nobody
got hurt.

Tanith and Artesh exchange a confused | ook.

TANI TH
Unfortunately we weren't that | ucky.
|"msure you're aware that one of
your transports was conpletely
destroyed and the crew peri shed,
save the one we picked up from an
escape pod.

There is a quick crack in the President's smle, but he
i mredi ately covers that up

The Receptionist cones in carrying the tea and brandy.
She gives the nug to Artesh and puts the glass on Kri's
desk. Kri doesn't touch it.

KRI
Thank you.

The Receptioni st | eaves.

KRl ( CONT' D)
But of course | neant that it was
fortunate that nobody on the station
got hurt. | assure you that | was
quite shocked to hear that the
terrorists were on our transport
and we have comenced an exhaustive
i nvestigation.

TANI TH
May | inquire about your progress?
Have you found out anything we
shoul d know?

KRI
We don't have anything concrete at
this point of the investigation.
But all evidence seens to point to
a terrorist organization we've had
trouble with before.

TANI TH
What organi zation is that?

The President seens unconfortable with the directi on of
t he conversation

KRI
It's sinply a | ocal group that has
made occasional strikes around the
pl anet .
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TANI TH
Do you know what their goals are?
Have they made any denands?

Presi dent grows nore unconfortable by the second and now
has trouble hiding it.

KRI
We don't know exactly, but I'd
expect it's about independence,
honor, religion and the other usual

stuff. [I'msure you know the drill.
TANI TH

You nean you' ve had no contact

wi th thenf?

Kri shifts in his chair, |eans forward.

KRI
May | ask you a question, Comrander?
TANI TH
O course.
KRI
What is it that you're trying to
achieve here? | hope this isn't

too rude to ask, but | was under
the inpression that you were sent
here by Captain Baxter.

TANI TH
Not exactly. W are formally
serving under his command, but we
were sent here by Admral Calter.

The smle on Kri's face sl ow y vani shes.

KRI
| see.

He gl ances at the conputer screen on his desk.

KRl ( CONT' D)
|"mafraid that | have to cut our
meeting short. | just realized

that | have a previous engagenent.
| "' m sure you under st and.

TANI TH
Just one | ast question, please.
It won't take | ong.

KRI
Fi ne, but quickly.
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TANI TH
W' ve exam ned your trade shipnents
and found out that all of your
trade is directed to Earth space.
This is quite unusual, isn't it?

KRI
It isn't very common, but there's
nothing wong with it. Qite the
opposite. W're a border world
and it's been favorable for us to
direct our trade to the other side
of it.

TANI TH
Even when the border was cl osed?
| imagine it was quite hard to
deal with all the restrictions.

Kri rises up fromhis chair and a phony sm | e appears on
his face again. He starts to lead Tanith and Artesh out
of the office.

KRI
Yes, well, we all manage sonehow.
Now, if you don't mnd, | really

have urgent matters to attend to.

Tanith stops at the opened door and shakes Kri's hand.

TANI TH
O course. Thank you for your
tine.

KRI
Not at all. Are you staying on
KI'tor for |ong?

TANI TH
Just a fewdays. 1'd like to | ook

into sone things before we | eave.

KRI
Then pl ease, enjoy your stay. And
if you need any further assistance,
don't hesitate to call any tine.

ARTESH
Thank you for the tea.

KRI
My pl easure. Good day.

The President closes the door behind Artesh and Tanith.
As soon as he's alone, the sm | e disappears.

EXT. KL'TOR - CI TYSCAPE - EVEN NG

Est abl i shi ng.
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| NT. HOTEL CORRI DOR - EVEN NG

Tanith and Artesh energe froma regular elevator to a
| uxurious corridor as you' d expect froma five star hotel.

They | ook at the room nunbers and start to advance down
the corridor.

TANI TH
| wonder why they only gave us one
key. Do you think it'll work for
both roons?

ARTESH
Probably. 1've never been in a
hotel this fancy.
TANI TH
It has only one nunber in it,
t hough.
ARTESH

Perhaps the suite is divided into
two separate apartnents.

TANI TH
That's got to be it. | think we're
t here.

They stop at a door. Artesh puts the key to the slot beside
the door. The door opens.

COMPUTER VO CE
Wl come, M. & Ms. Artesh.

Artesh and Tanith | ook at each other in horror. A large

| uxurious suite is revealed, perfect for a married couple.
To top it off, an enornous double bed is placed in the
mddle of it.

They watch | ooks at the roomin silence for a nonent.

Then Artesh turns to Tanith.

ARTESH
You' re sl eeping on the floor.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT SEVEN




80.
ACT El GAT
FADE | N:
INT. SUTE - N GHT

Tanith is working on a console as Artesh cones fromthe
bat hroom | ooking revitalized.

He sits to a chair and starts to read a book. Tanith | ooks
to him

TANI TH
How are you hol di ng up?
ARTESH
Pretty well, | guess.
TANI TH

Any trouble with being back?
Artesh shrugs.

ARTESH
| don't think so.

TANI TH
What do you nean?

ARTESH
VWile | was in the shower, |
realized that it's too soon for me

to deal with this. |1'mnot ready.
So I"'mjust a visitor, just like
you. | don't have to deal wth

anything until the tinme is right.
Does that make any sense?

TANI TH
| think it does.

ARTESH
Are you maki ng any progress?

Tanith turns back to the consol e.
TANI TH

| think | am At least |'ve broken
a bunch of | aws.

ARTESH
Say agai n?
TANI TH
| broke into the governnent shipping

| ogs.

Artesh cones to the consol e.
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ARTESH
You did what?! How?

TANI TH
Well, it helps that the esteened
President was |ogged into all of
t he governnment systens. | just

needed to make a wirel ess scan
when we were in the office to get
his credential signature.

ARTESH
VWhat the hell did you do that for?
We could be in serious trouble if
someone finds out about this. Are
you sure nobody's tracking you?

TANI TH
No.

ARTESH
Fant asti c.

Tanith | ooks at Artesh for a nonment, enjoying his
di sconfort. She smles.

TANI TH
So, you want to know what | found
out ?

Artesh sighs in resignation.

ARTESH
No, but you're going to tell ne
anyway.

TANI TH

You bet | am Turns out that the
final destination logs for the
transports are bl ocked in here as
well. 1'd need a separate password
to get into those.

ARTESH
Nice to know that they at | east
protect sone data over here.

TANI TH
But | did find a ot of other data
that gives ne a pretty good idea
of what's going on. You know,
flight control reports, fuel vendor
recei pts and deep space tracking
data, stuff like that. Turns out
that the transports are not only
directed to Earth territory, but
they in fact have the sane
destination, even though they try

( MORE)
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TANI TH ( CONT' D)
to hide it by using several routes.
Antares isn't the only border
station they' ve been using.

ARTESH
So where are they going?
TANI TH
Sol .
ARTESH
So?
TANI TH

So that neans that Kl'tor isn't

only directing all of its export

to Earth space, but nost likely

has just a single buyer. That

can't be good for the | ocal econony.

ARTESH
| admt that it's very odd, but
that does it have anything to do
wi th anyt hi ng?

TANI TH
| want to talk to the President
agai n.

Tanith starts to work on the consol e.

ARTESH
VWhat, now?
TANI TH
Now.
ARTESH
It's kind of late for that.
TANI TH
So? He said that we could cal
any tine.
ARTESH
You know that's just an expression.
| don't think he'll like this.
TANI TH
And | don't like him That makes
us even.

Tani th punches in the commands.
| NT. PRESI DENTI AL BEDROOM - NI GHT

The | uxurious bedroomis conpletely dark. Two figures are
sl eepi ng soundly, one of them snoring |oudly.
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A CH ME rings out and the snoring ends violently. The chine
rings again.

KRI
(rmuttering)
You' ve got to be kidding ne.

Kri leans to activate a console right beside the bed. A
presi dential Al DE appears on the screen, quite nervous.

KRI ( CONT' D)
This better be inportant!

Al DE
|"msorry to wake you, M.
President, but there's a call for
you.

KRI
What ?! Do you know what tine it
is? I'"mnot taking any calls.

Al DE
But, sir, the call is fromthe
del egates from Antares. It says
here that you gave direct orders
to be notified about anything they
do.

Kri's expression turns to stone. He does not reply.

Al DE ( CONT' D)
Should I tell themto call again
| ater or maybe arrange a neeting?

KRI
(qui ckly)

(beat)

"Il take the call from ny hone
of fice.

Al DE
Very wel | .

The console turns itself off as Kri gets up fromthe bed.
INT. SUTE - N GHT

Tanith and Artesh are still waiting at the console. Then
President Kri appears on the screen.

He is a bit of a nmess, but he is back in his presidential
posture, his static smle fixated on his face yet again.

TANI TH
I"'mterribly sorry to bother you
at this hour, M. President.
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It takes a few seconds for Kri to get back into his
presidential posture, but his static sm|e appears again.

KRI
Not at all, Comrander. How can
hel p?

TANI TH

I'"d like to ask you a few nore
guestions about the terrorist.

KRI
| believe | already told you all
know, Commander .

TANI TH
Maybe, but there was a coupl e of
things that 1'd like to clear up,
if you don't m nd.

KRI
Very wel | .

TANI TH
Do you have any idea why the attack
was targeted at Antares? You said
t hey' ve only been working on Kl'tor
up to this point.

KRI
| really can't speculate. |'m
sure you know that there is little
logic to terrorist activities in
general. It's probably just a
reaction to the border opening.

TANI TH
| disagree. Terrorists always
have a goal. They want sonet hi ng

so badly that they're wlling to
go to extrenme neasures to get their
message heard. That's why they
usual ly select their targets very
careful ly.

The smle on Kri's face starts to slowy vani sh agai n.

KRI
That is your opinion, Comrander.

TANI TH
It's an observation, M. President.
But | also found an interesting
fact about these cargo shi ps.

KRI
And what woul d that be?
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TANI TH
| already knew that your entire
export is directed at Earth
territory, but | was surprised to
find that all of it is going to
Sol. Wiy is that?

sm | e vani shes conpl etely.
KRI

How di d you happen to cone across
this information?

TANI TH
Let's just say that it was easier
than | though. | also found that

Antares is the border station that
you' ve been using nost often, so
it's really hard for me to believe
that it was just a random deci sion
to target it.

KRI
Commander, |I'mtrying to be as
cooperative as | can, but I'mafraid
these are matters of nationa
security and aren't really any of
your busi ness.

TANI TH
It i1s ny business when it
conprom ses the security of ny
station! | want to know all you
know about these terrorists, now
| have a full security clearance
and the treaty between our
governnments clearly dictate that
you can't w thhold any information
that m ght conprom se our security!

KRI
|"'msorry, but | can't give you
any nore information right now

TANI TH
Then tell me why are all the cargo
ships going to the sane pl ace?!
Since when has it even been
pl ausi bl e for an entire planet to
deal with just a single trade
partner?

KRI
That is enough, Commander! W are
an i ndependent governnent and how
we use our own natural resources
i's none of your concern!
| nt erpl anetary Corporation has
sinply given us the best deal!
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Tanith halts as the pieces of the puzzle fit together al
of a sudden.

TANI TH
Did you say the Interpl anetary
Cor poration?

Kri | ooks quite annoyed and di straught, clearly knows he's
said too much.

KRI
Look, if you insist on this line
of questioning, | suggest you turn
to General Kroshtam She's in
charge of our internal security,
so she can give you nore information
about the terrorist activities.
"1l even arrange the neeting for
you, but please | eave ne al one for
the night. Good night!

The line shuts off before Tanith can say anything. She
| ooks at the blank screen for a nonent.

ARTESH
VWhat's the Interplanetary
Cor poration?

TANI TH
It's a refinenent conpany that
processes all sorts of materials
to usable fornms, nost often for
power generators and weapons.

ARTESH
So what's the big deal ?

TANI TH
The big deal is that it was founded
by Tetsuzo Baxter. The father of
Adm ral Baxter.

ARTESH

How t he heck do you know all this?
TANI TH

Well, | dug alittle into the past

of our good Captain before we left.

ARTESH
| thought that the Admralty aren't
all oned to have connections to
private industries.

TANI TH
They aren't. But nothing prevents
you frombeing a relative to

soneone.
( MORE)
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TANI TH ( CONT' D)
You know, maybe this is why Captain
Baxt er was assigned to Antares.
He's not interested in comuandi ng
a civilian station, | bet he's
there to ensure that the shipnents
get through

ARTESH
| don't know. | know that all of
this | ooks pretty weird, but doesn't
the President have a point? Aren't
they free to trade with anybody
t hey want ?

TANI TH
Yes, but when every single cargo
cont ai ner has the sane address on
it, it can't be a healthy econony
and it can't be good for the people.
Who decides all of this? Were is
the private industry? |1'msure
they do have a great deal, but |I'm
al so pretty sure that only a sel ect
few actually benefit fromit.

ARTESH
Ck, that's a theory. Now where's
t he proof?

TANI TH
That's what we're here to find.
And we better hurry, because |I'm
sure that once Admral Baxter's
i nvestigators turn up, they'll
bury all of it.

ARTESH
So what's the plan?

Tanith considers for a nonent.

TANI TH
| don't have one. But | need to
call Antares.

EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATI ON

Est abl i shi ng.

| NT. ANTARES - MEDI CAL CENTER

Wendy and Lisa are beside the bed of the unconscious Ashtar
prisoner. He has been restrained to the bed, but he is
blissfully unaware of his surroundings. The bed has been
isolated fromthe rest of the nmedical ward with screens.

Lisa is checking his vital signs, using various equi pnent
when Baxter wal ks in.



BAXTER
| s everything as it should be?

LI SA
Not hi ng out of the ordinary. It's
safe to keep himin this condition
for now.

BAXTER
Good. | arranged a warship to
pi ck hi mup tonorrow ahead of
schedul e, just in case. They'll
deci de when to wake himup

LI SA
"Il make the arrangenents for his
transfer.

VENDY
Has headquarters nmade any progress
i dentifying hinP

BAXTER
Not as far as | know. It's really
not our concern anyway.

VENDY
You know, | could nmake some checks
pretty easily and maybe run it by
the Ashtar officials..

BAXTER
(i nterrupts)
No. This investigation has been
officially transferred out of our
jurisdiction. | don't want you to
wast e any of our scarce resources.

VENDY
Al right, if you say so.

BAXTER
"1l leave you to it, then.

Li sa nods at Baxter as he takes his | eave. _
hi m go and make sure he's actually gone before Lisa puts
down the instruments.

LI SA

So, you want to go through with
it?

Wendy si ghs.

VENDY
| really don't know.

LI SA
Well, it has to be pretty soon.

88.
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VENDY
| know.
(beat)
If he finds out, this could be
consi dered nuti ny.

Li sa shrugs.

LI SA
Hasn't stopped ne before.
VENDY
So you think we should do it?
LI SA
W'l | need sonmeone to distract
hi m
VENDY
Larry?
LI SA

No, it's too obvious. Captain's
not dunb, you know.

VENDY
Right. So we need soneone he
doesn't really know all that well.
Soneone who could get close to him
W t hout rousing suspicion, but whu
would still be willing to hel p us.

LI SA
Ri ght .

A sly smle appears on Wendy.

VENDY
| think I know just the guy.

| NT. ANTARES - MESS HALL

Mal col m Scott is seated at a table in the corner. Severely
hung over, he doesn't pay any attention to his surroundings
as he quietly consunes a bow of soup

Suddenly, a shadow falls on him He |ooks up to see Wendy
towering over him

VENDY
We need your hel p.

EXT. KL'TOR - CI TYSCAPE - DAY

Est abl i shi ng.
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| NT. KROSHTAM S OFFI CE - DAY

CGeneral Kroshtams office is pretty simlar in design to
President Artesh's. However, the roomis |arger and there
are nore seats around. The walls are decorated with

pi ctures and nedal s.

CENERAL KROSHTAM herself is tall in stature and is quite
an inpressive sight in her uniform She appears to be in
her sixties but has taken the age with dignity. Her
inpatient nature is reflected fromher every gesture. She
does not like to waste tine.

An assi stant shows Artesh and Tanith in the room Kr osht am
stands to greet them They shake hands.

TANI TH
| appreciate for neeting us on
such a short notice, General.

Krosht am doesn't smle or seemtoo pleased about the
nmeeting, but remains very proper.

KROSHTAM
O course. Could we get this over
with as soon as possible? | have

a war to prepare.

Tanith is sitting down, but halts as she hears this. She
just stares at the General, who is already seat ed.

KROSHTAM ( CONT' D)
(stoic)
| was joking. Feel free to sit
down.

They do.

KROSHTAM ( CONT' D)
You wanted to know nore about the
terrorists?

TANI TH
Yes. | really haven't been properly
bri efed about the situation. Are
we dealing with a single terrori st
organi zati on or several ?

KROSHTAM
That is still under investigation.

TANI TH
| thought that you've been dealing
with the problemfor quite a while
now.

KROSHTAM
W have.
( MORE)



91.

KROSHTAM ( CONT' D)
But it is hard to track the
nmovenents of these groups. W're
not sure if they work under the
sanme | eadership or individually.

TANI TH
Do you know how they get their
f undi ng?

KROSHTAM
That is under investigation as
wel | .

TANI TH

Real ly? O naybe you just don't
want to tell ne.

KROSHTAM
Are you accusing nme of sonething?

TANI TH
Not really. [I'mjust getting a
little frustrated by the | ack of
cooperation. |Is there anything
that you actually can tell nme?

KROSHTAM
Most of their attacks target the
civilian infrastructure, but very
rarely result in casualties. They
of ten use outdated technology to
thwart our scans, much like in the
case of the attack at your station.
W' ve updated our dat abases and
wi dened our scans as nuch as
possi bl e, but they seemto be a
step ahead of us.

TANI TH
Is there a pattern to the attacks?

It is apparent that the General is grow ng nore and nore
i npatient at the questions.

KROSHTAM
None that we've found.

TANI TH
And you have no idea what their
ains are?

KROSHTAM
No. We haven't been in any contact
with them and they' ve made no public
announcenent s.
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TANI TH
That is very strange. Wy do you
think that is?

KROSHTAM
| really can't say.

TANI TH
| read frommedia reports that the
attacks have been targeted mainly
at space ports, fuel depots and
mnes. Wuldn't that suggest that
they're trying to disrupt the export
i ndustry?

KROSHTAM
Commander, please. This is Kl 'tor.
You can spit on the street and
you'l | disrupt the export.

TANI TH
Have you had any mlitary or police
operations against the terrorists?
| think | read that...

KROSHTAM

(i nterrupts)
Look, Commander Yann, |'ve been at
this job for over ten years and |
really don't appreciate you marching
in here questioning ny ability to
do it. W have done all there is
to do and we are naki ng progress.
That is all you need to know.

TANI TH
| assure you that it wasn't ny
intention to...

Kr osht am st ands, Tanith and Artesh foll ow the | ead.

KROSHTAM
(i nterrupts)
|"msure it wasn't, but that's
what you did. I'mafraid | can't
hel p you any further. | really
have other duties to attend to.

She starts to lead themto the door.

TANI TH
We appreciate your tine, Ceneral.
Just one last thing. Wuld it be
possible to get a list of all the
recorded attacks?

KROSHTAM
That m ght be extrenely difficult.
It's highly classified.
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TANI TH
| understand, but | was wondering
if...

KROSHTAM
(i nterrupts)
"Il see what | can do. (Goodbye.

Krosht am shuts the door before Tanith can answer. She
sighs with irritation as she wal ks back to her desk.

She sits down and starts to go through the papers on her
desk. After a few nonents, a conputer consol e BLEEPS at
t he desk.

She inmmediately turns to the consol e and reads sonet hing
fromthe screen. For the first time, she smles.

She turns around to another console on the wall behind the
desk. She taps in a few comands.

President Kri appears on the screen.

KROSHTAM ( CONT' D)
W got them

KRI
Excel | ent. ['Il informthe others.

The screen turns off. The General turns back to her desks
and continues going through the papers as if nothing had
happened.

| NT. STORAGE SPACE - DAY

The storage cavern is light dimly with a blue tint. It
houses nostly featurel ess containers and ot her ordinary
itens. It doesn't appear to be in any way remarkable or

even interesting.

But at the back of the cavern, two travel pods slowy energe
froma tube. They settle to the floor.

The front wi ndows reveal that there are still passengers
inside. Tanith and Artesh are laying in the pods,
conpl etely notionl ess.
At their unconscious faces..
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT El GAT

TO BE CONTI NUED. .




	TEASER
	1	EXT. KL'TOR - SPACEPORT - DAY
	2	INT. KL'TOR - SPACEPORT TERMINAL - DAY
	3	EXT. KL'TOR - SPACEPORT TERMINAL - CONTINUOUS
	ACT ONE
	4	BLACK SCREEN. SILENCE.
	5	EXT. SPACE - GANYMEDE
	6	INT. GANYMEDE BASE - CORRIDOR - MOMENTS LATER
	7	INT. GANYMEDE BASE - ADMIRAL'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS
	8	BLACK SCREEN. SILENCE.
	9	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION
	10	INT. ANTARES - RECEPTION AREA
	11	INT. ANTARES - CORRIDOR(S) - CONTINUOUS
	12	INT. ANTARES - MARKETPLACE - MOMENTS LATER
	13	INT. ANTARES - OMNI - CONTINUOUS
	ACT TWO
	14	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION
	15	INT. ANTARES - STAFF DOCKING ENTRANCE
	16	INT. ANTARES - OMNI
	17	INT. ANTARES - BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS
	18	INT. ANTARES - VARIOUS LOCATIONS (MONTAGE) - CONTINUOUS
	19	INT. ANTARES - BRIDGE - CONTINUOUS
	ACT THREE
	20	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION
	21	INT. ANTARES - MEDICAL CENTER
	22	INT. ANTARES - CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS
	23	INT. ANTARES - OMNI - CONTINUOUS
	24	INT. ANTARES - ENGINEERING - CONTINUOUS
	25	INT. ANTARES - ENGINE CORE - CONTINUOUS
	ACT FOUR
	26	INT. ANTARES - ENGINEERING
	27	INT. ANTARES - BRIDGE
	28	EXT. SPACE
	29	INT. ANTARES - BRIDGE
	30	INT. ANTARES - SHUTTLEBAY
	31	EXT. SPACE
	32	INT. SHUTTLE
	33	EXT. SPACE
	34	INT. SHUTTLE
	35	EXT. SPACE
	36	INT. SHUTTLE
	37	EXT. SPACE
	38	INT. SHUTTLE
	39	EXT. SPACE
	40	INT. SHUTTLE
	41	EXT. SPACE
	ACT FIVE
	42	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION
	43	INT. ANTARES - MESS HALL
	44	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION - LATER
	45	INT. ANTARES - CAPTAINS QUARTERS
	ACT SIX
	46	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION
	47	INT. ANTARES - MARKETPLACE
	48	INT. ANTARES - CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS
	49	INT. ANTARES - TANITH'S QUARTERS - CONTINUOUS
	50	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION
	51	INT. ANTARES - SHUTTLEBAY
	52	INT. SHUTTLE - CONTINUOUS
	53	EXT. SPACE
	54	INT. ANTARES - BAXTER'S OFFICE
	ACT SEVEN
	55	EXT. SPACE - PLANET KL'TOR
	56	INT. SHUTTLE
	57	EXT. SPACE - PLANET KL'TOR
	58	EXT. KL'TOR - SPACEPORT - DAY
	59	INT. KL'TOR - SPACEPORT TERMINAL - DAY
	60	INT. PRESIDENTIAL RECEPTION ROOM - DAY
	61	INT. PRESIDENT'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS
	62	EXT. KL'TOR - CITYSCAPE - EVENING
	63	INT. HOTEL CORRIDOR - EVENING
	ACT EIGHT
	64	INT. SUITE - NIGHT
	65	INT. PRESIDENTIAL BEDROOM - NIGHT
	66	INT. SUITE - NIGHT
	67	EXT. SPACE - ANTARES STATION
	68	INT. ANTARES - MEDICAL CENTER
	69	INT. ANTARES - MESS HALL
	70	EXT. KL'TOR - CITYSCAPE - DAY
	71	INT. KROSHTAM'S OFFICE - DAY
	72	INT. STORAGE SPACE - DAY

